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W « r«c«ntly condttct«<l a stirvdy which rev«g|«d some interesting statistics about the 
attitude of the British public toward the current horror scene. First came the 
(hardly startling) discovery that the greater degree of males questioned said they 
would find it more terrifying to be stranded on a desert island with Margaret 
Thatcher than being locked in a cellar with Freddy, lost In a graveyard with 
Christopher Lee, or trapped in a lift with Jeffrey flrcherl On a more serious note, our findings 
reveal^ that only a quarter of the respondents believed that modern day horror films encour* 
aged copycat violence, although there was a great sexual and age difference, with women and 
older generations being far more concerned about the effects of these films (which may explain 
Barry Norman's increased dislike of the genre as he gets nearer to collecting his bos pass). 

Our survey also revealed men and women to be poles apart in their enjoyment of being scared 
rigid, fl for greater percentage of women found horror films unaccepably gory than men, and 
while most fellas said they found them funny rather than scary, the women didn't agree. We also 
discovered that a clear North/South divide exists, with a greater following for horror products 
In areas like Birmingham and Scotland. 

Pulling ail the various facts and figures together left us with a picture of the archetypal horror 
fan as a single male, aged 1S-24, who lives north of the border - See you Jimmy, and pass the 
chdinsowl 

It would appear that those who feel modern horror films are unaccepably gory and encourage 
violence are the very people least likely to hove watched themi For young people, the horror 
film has become an integral part of their lives, and they clearly do not see a strong connection 
between violence on the screen and violence on the streets. Oh. and nine out of ten people said 
their cats still prefer Whiskas... 

fis a footnote. I was invited to take part in an LBC phone-in on the current horror scene, and 
was not at all surprised to discover the show's host was determined to steer the conversotion 
round to 'video nasties' and 'snuff movies.* It seemed his idea of a horror fan was a twisted, 
lonely soul sitting alone in an attic room slobbering over an uncut copy of DRILLER KILLER. The 
media has a lot to answer for. Personally I'd much reather meet your 
average well-adjusted horror buff than the kind of person who takes 
part in LBC phone-ins... 

Before I leave you to get stuck into this fright-packed third issue, I 
would like to thank you all for your support so far • DRRK SIDE sales 
are going so well that I hove at last bron able to give up my paper 
roundl Short story contributions have also been flooding in fast, and I'm 
delighted to say the standard of material received has bMn very high. 

But can you PLERSE note that the maximum length required is 1$00 
words, and all manuscripts should be typed on one side of the paper 
only, double-spaced, and accompanied by a stamped addressed enve- 
lope. 

Catch you later... 
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Uligi Cozzi's unorthodox version of Poe's Block 
Cot is about to arrive on video. Alan )ones has 
the inside story. 




That’s the last time I fall asleep on the sunbed! 


L uigi Cozzi directed his first 
movie in IH68. an adaptation of 
Frederik PohJ’s THE TI NSEL 
I'NDER THE WORLD. But his 
career didn't really take off until 
he was given the one seal of approval that 
counted at the time. An obsessed film huff 
since his early teens, (in (he Sixties he 


was editor of ‘Galaxy' magazine and the 
Italian correspondent for 'Famous 
.Wonsters'l. Cozzi saw Dario Argento's 
ground-breaking THE BIRD WITH THE 
CRYSTAL PLl'.MAGE in 1968 and wanted 
to add his praise to the widespread critical 
acclaim. Finally he got hold of Argento's 
home phone number and nervously gave 


the fledgling director a call to convey his 
' ecstatic feelings. .Argento was so surprised 
I by this complete stranger raving about his 
I movie, he agreed to meet Cozzi for a social 
! night out. They spent the entire evening 
I discussing favourite movies and directors 
j and forged a lasling friendship that 
culminated in their co-ownership of Italy’s 


first ever Sci*Fi/Horror bookshop 
'Profondo Rosso' in late 1989. 

After writing a novel, 'Island of the 
Golden Spiders'. Cozzi got his biggest 
break when Argento asked him to co-script 
FOllR FLIES ON GREY VKLVET in 1971. 
Then the director produced a RAl T\’ 
series under the umbrella title La Porta 
su! Buio'. ('The Door to the Dark'), in 
1972 and asked Cozzi to direct one of the 
four episodes. Because Argento introduced 
each segment, the main reason why he 
became such a well-known figure and 
homefront superstar, Cozzi found himself 
in the new talent frontline as far as 
producers were concerned. 

Cozzi eventually remade his television 
segment, 'La Vicino di Casa’, as THE 
MURDERER MUST KILL AGAIN/THE 
SPIDER in 1975 and continued his 
haphazard career, often under the 
pseudonym Lewis Coates, with 
sexploitation - LA PORTIERA NUDA, 
science-fiction - STARCRASH. ALIEN 
CONTAMINATION, tear-jerkers - 
STELLA. Cozzi's personal favourite and 
the title of his short-lived fanzine, sand 
and sandal - HERCULES I and II, 
SINBAD, and horror - his last movie 
PAGANINI HORROR. 

Always in demand on Italian television 
whenever there is a discussion about the 
genre. Cozzi's latest offering is EDGAR 
ALLAN POE'S THE BLACK CAT for 
Menahcm Golan's 21st. Century Film 
Corporation. But don't be fooled by the 
catch-penny title forced on Cozzi so it 
would slot neatly into the bewildering 
amount of new Poe movies packaged by 
the former Cannon boss. Cozzi explained. 
"Golan and I have nurtured a good 
relationship since HERCULES. He signed 
a distribution contract for the film without 
even reading a script. I shot the film in 
May and June 1989 halting production 
when Dario asked me to be second unit 
assistant on 'The Black Cat', his TWO 
EVIL EYES .segment. When 1 finished my 
Pittsburgh stint. I resumed filming in 
September for a week and then learnt 
Golan was changing the title. He'd pre- 
sold THE BL\CK CAT as one of the many 
Poe titles he was in the middle of making. 
But it didn't get made and he had to fulfil 
his contractual obligations. So I added 
inserts of cats and a tine of dialogue. 
'Never play the part of THE BLACK CAT!', 
to justifv the title". 

EDGAR ALL,\N POE'S THE BL.UK 
CAT started life as DEI PROFi:NDIS 
before OUT OF THE DEPTHS was 
chosen as the production title. Both names 
appear in the completed movie as films 
within the film. As co-scripted by Cozzi 
and Daria Nicolodi. Argento's former lover 
and favoured .star, it was intended to be 
the completion of The Three Mothers 
trilogy begun by Argento with SUSPIRIA 
and continued in INFERNO. Cozzi said. 
“Daria is a very close friend. We wrote 
P.\GAMNi HORROR together. But she 
wanted an all-stops out picture focusing 
on I.evana. the Mother of Tears, as she felt 
her involvement had been largely ignored 
in the past. However I believe Dario must 



finish the trilogy not me. I didn't have the 
right to encroach on his ideas. The film is 
now more an homage to Dario's work - a 
tribute to how important I think his role is 
in contemporary Italian cinema". 

Co-produced by Cozzi and Lucin Lucidi. 
the Sit million production was filmed at 
Rome's De Paolis Studios. Cozzi outlined 
the story: "The main characters are a film 
director and his wife, a leading horror 
actress, who plan to make a sequel to 
SUSPIRIA. He writes the script, she starts 
rehearsing the Levana part, and then it 
seems the Third .Mother comes to life in 
order to stop the project being realised. 
But when disappearances, 
murder and occult vision.s 
occur, is it reality, a dream, 
or a nightmare? The 
script is structured 
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liki* a Philip k. Dick novel. It's ahout 
drvam.s u'ithin dreams and the fine line 
hetu-een hltirred fantasy and reality. My 
basic concept was to pattern the story as a 
thriller incorporatinC eveiy }(enre climas 
one after the other from bej^innin;! to 
end". 

The many .Xriiento tribute.s are 
reflected by the personnel both in front of 
and behind the camera, and in the whole 
tone of the piece. Cox/i said. Me should 
know them off hv heart because Co/zi 
assisted Ar»<ent<> on I'lVK D.\YS IN 
,MII..\N. I'KKKI’KKS. t>l>KK.\ and his 
panned television ^ame-show ‘(iiallo'. 
I rhano Karberini, from OPfclKA and 
DKMONS. plays the up-and-comind 
director. Ilrett Halsey is the 
producer found murdered 
in his mansion who. 



Florence Guerin says, 'not today, thank you/' Florence looks into the future 



Crave doings 






Cozzi dirtets. . . 

(under the pseudonym Montgomery Ford), 
starred in TODAY !T*S ME...TOMORROW 
YOU! one of Argento’s earliest western 
script assignments. (Halsey has suddenly 
resurfaced with a vengeance on the Italian 
scene. He’s the star of two new Lucio Fulci 
films. WHEN ALICE BROKE THE 


Daria Nicoldi refused to play the horror 
actress, French star Florence Guerin 
accepted and offered a score by Pino 
Donaggio, the TWO EVIL EYES 
composer. THE BLACK CAT also features 
quotations from Cozzi's own back 
catalogue in the guise of STARCRASH 




Caroline Munro 

LOOKING GLASS and DEMONIA. and he 
makes a guest appearance in Coppola's 
THE GODFATHER HI). Michele Soavi, 
(Argento alumnus - THE CHURCH and 
THE SECT director), plays a gore 
schlockmeister. And the make-up is by 
Argento veteran Rosario Prestopino. After 


Black cats are supposed to be lucky... 
star Caroline .Munro and special effects 
from that film's visual director. Armando 
Valcauda. Cozzi hopes the primary colour 
scheme and lighting, all SUSPIRIA based, 
won’t go unnoticed either. 

’’Unlike my former movies THE 
BLACK CAT has some semblance of a plot 


Movie makeup is a cutthroat businessi 


for a change", commented Cozzi. “I feel 
it's my most accomplished work. It cost a 
fortune in comparison to my other mov'ies 
although it was meant to be low-budget in 
the beginning. I just went overboard 
because I added lots more touches when I 
decided to do things the way I’d written 
them. Usually I write one script and then 


Things are busting out all over... 


have to shoot another for cost reasons. 
Being the co-producer I could finally do 
what I wrote. Who knows, maybe I’ll go 
broke. But I made THE BLACK CAT for 
me. I wrote it as a valentine to Dario. It's 
mostly my money - Golan only gave me a 
small advance. It's exactly what I wanted 
to make. It's (he first time I've done 
something the way I always wanted to. 
And that's a risk I knew I had to take to 
make a movie I could be proud of. 
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If you havo something you wont to get off your chest, don't be afraid to scream 
at us about it. Send your bouquets or brickbats to 'Post Mortem,' The Dark Side, 
Panini House, 116-120 Qosweil Road, London EC1. 


Dear Dark Side. 

I're Just read issue one, and I'd 
like to give you same feedback. / 
was quite impressed overall - 
plenty of information, and you 
don't waste space with full page 
illustrations. The interviews were 
entertaining, and you have some 
good contributors (except I've 
never liked Stefan JaHorzyn. who 
has previously - within the pages 
of SHOCK XPRESS - shown 
himself to be an obnoxious 
S.O.B.) 

Now what / didn 't like: 

11- Occasional childish and 
fatuous captions to photographs. 
This is not necessary; leave it to 


lesser magazines such as 
GOREZONE. 

Why have a computer page? / 
own a computer, and if I want to 
know about games I will buy a 
computer games magazine. I 
have never met anyone who 
bought a computer game Just 
because it was horror or SF, like 
they would see a film. 

Yours, 

Craig Mitchell, 

Mellon Park, 

Gosforth, 

Tyne and Wear, 

P.S. Why not have a question- 
naire in a later issue to see what 
your readers think of the mag? 



Art by Michael Marrak 



PLUS: SF BCI0KTTHEArR6nLMrra 
NOW m rrs third teak of 


HV plan to conduct a reader 
surtvy ivry shortly, but the best 
feedback is from letters such as 
yours, Craig. Our aim is to make 
the magazine as wide-ranging and 
info-packed as possible, and 
obviously there will be columns in 
It that don't appeal to everyone. 
Howetvr. if it turns out that 
A OBODY is interested in genre- 
related computer games then we 
will get rid of the column in short 
order and poor old Chris Knight 
will have had his silicone chips! I 
personally think it's a subject that 
needs covering. Let's hear from 
the rest of you out there... The 
aimy captions are going to stay 
as well, I'm afraid. You can blame 


them on a misspent youth 
watching CARRY 0.\ movies and 
reading F.AMOt 'S .'dONSTERS OF 
FlUdLA-ND. Finally. Stefan says 
thanks for the compliment. Just 
be thankful I didn't let him write 
the reply to your letter! 


Dear Mr Bryce, 

It’s 10.30 PM on a Tuesday 
night. The rain has been 
persistent for four days now. The 
obligatory Stephen King novel is 
now finished and tossed to one 
side. / cross the room and pick 
up the newly-purchased glossy 
magazine and sit at the table by 
the window. Outside, the 
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howling wind lashes the rain 
against the window and violentlg 
shakes the caravan. I close the 
curtains, light a large cigar and 
pour myself a glass of red wine 
as I prepare to take a trip to The 
Dark Side. 

The layouts are good, the 
artwork excellent and the 
interviews straight to the point, 
not flabby and padded-out. Not 
sure what kind of age group 
you're trying to comer with the 
inclusion of a comic and 
computer section, however, I 
only have one real complaint, 
and that Isi please change the 
competition to a postal one 
instead of a phone-in because it 
proves to be more expensive. 

The storm has finally ended. 
The moon hangs high above the 
distant hills. It is time to go out 
and find my midnight snack. 
Have you ever danced with the 
devil in the pale moonlight? 
Steven de Ath, 

New Hartley, 

Whitley Boy, 

Tyne and Wear 

Is that really your surname? 


Dear Editor, 

I would like. If / may, to air a 
note of thanks to all concerned 
withthe NIGHTBREED signing 
at Forbidden Planet on Saturday 
September 29th. Congratulations 
to all concerned, and special 
thanks to Geoff Portass and 
Littlejohn of Image Imagina- 
tion, who along with Simon 
Sayce, Nick Vince and Clive 
Barker himself were very helpful 
and made everybody feel that 
they had time on their hands to 
chat to us, the fans. All in all, an 
excellent afternoon out, which, 
coupled with the Image Imagina- 
tion display at Tower Records, 
made it the ideal outing for 
follouvrs of the work of Clive 
Barker. It's events like this that 
earn the genre its well-deserved 
respect. Thanks again to 
everyone involved, and a note to 
Clive: I was the one who had the 
briefcase artworked; would you 
please do the other side in 
November? 

K. Wallers. 

Beckenham, 

Kent. 


Dear Mr Bryce, 

Congratulations on the first 
issue of THE DARK SIDE, which 
I uvs delighted to find in W.H. 
Smiths alongside FEAR and 
SKELETON CREW. I was par- 
ticularly impressed by John 
Brosnan's ‘Prints Of Darkness' 
section II like his attitude 
towards Sword and Sorcery), the 
Clive Barker interview, and the 
Hammer Glamour (can't wait for 
Sybil Danning!) AH in all I 
would say that you have got a 
good balance, other than your 
magazine's glaring lack of 
fiction, and I would venture to 
say that DARK SIDE is already 



equally as good as the above- 
mentioned publications, if not 
better. 

James M, Anderton, 

Oxenkope, 

West Yorkshire. 

Thanks James, you ’ll notice that 
we now run a short story every 
issue, though we don't plan to 
specialise in fiction - our friends 
at FEAR do an excellent job in 
that direction already. Your name 
sounds awfully familiar. You 're 
not a policeman by any chance.,. 


Dear Mr Bryce. 

Firstly, may I say that / think 
your magazine is fantastic and I 
intend to buy every one. I will 
even subscribe when I get 
enough money. I am only 14, but 
I am a dedicated horror genre 
fan. Mag I suggest that you have 
a letters page where people can 
write in and maybe find people 
who share their interests? It 
would also provide a source for 
the reader to take part In and 
would produce more interest. 
Yours faithfully, 

Andy Watters, 

Nash, 

Ludlow, 

Shropshire. 

Good idea. .Andy. Why didn't we 
think of that? 


legendary' .Man Jones will be a 
regular contributor. I have 
always enjoyed reading his 
articles and reviews, and back in 
1978 Alan agreed to play a small 
part in a film I was directing - 
TERROR. 

Once again, congratulations on 
an excellent publication and / 
wish you every success. 

All best wishes, 

Yours sincerely. 

Norman J. Warren. 

Shepherd’s Bush, 

London W6 

l.\orman also made such popular 
70s chillers as INSEMINOID. 
PREY and SATAN'S SUVE). and 
is currently working on a new 
British-made horror project. 


Dear Mr Bryce, 

/ am most impressed with your 
new magazine. I find it very 
informative indeed. I shall 
definitely be buying it each 
month. I am an avid horror fan, 
and love George Romero films, in 
particular DAY OF THE DEAD. / 
also enjoy the FRIDAY THE 
13TH sagas, along with the 
NIGHTMARES ON ELM 
STREET. In truth though. I'll 
watch anything! / read that you 
were requesting people to send 
work in, lo / have taken up your 
challenge. 


Dear Allan, 

As a director, my main interest 
has always been in the horror 
and science-fiction genres, and 
having read the first issue of 
THE DARK SIDE, / want to 
congratulate you and your 
colleagues on producing an 
enjoyable, interesting and 
informative magazine. 

I uvs pleased to note in your 
introduction that the ‘near- 


THE REAPER 
Cold and deathly. 

Like a shadow from hell. 

Or an empty. echoin|( sepulchre. 
Shall ultimately claim all. 

For it was put here. 

To do one job. 

Ulrich it does well. 

'Tis always so unfair. 

All fear it, 

And with good reason. 

You can't see it, 


Nor smell it. 

It could be watching. 

You. 

It may pass you by. 

Sometimes it does not. 

Even science admits defeat. 
Medicine is useless. 

Ulien it wants you. 

It gets you. 

Pleading is useless. 

Because it has no mercy. 

It has many names, 

But all of them are cruel. 

One of them is The Reaper.' 

Everyone seems to prefer my 
poems to my stories, although a 
couple of years ago / had a story 
published in the school mag. I 
am IS years old and in the 'A ' 
stream for English, and my 
teacher keeps complaining that 
all the essays / hand in are 
horror ones! 

Keep up the good work, 

Yours sincerely, 

Laura Craig, 

Chaselown, 

Walsall. 

Nice u-ork. Laura. What school do 
you go to - Strange Hill? 

Just space to mention a few 
fanzines that have arrhvd on 
ourdesk recently. FLASHBACK 
issue I is a 30 page non-illus- 
trated booklet which looks at the 
Films of James f ALIENS. THE 
TERMINATOR) Cameron, and 
presents critical re-evaluations of 
THE HITCHER and DEUVER- 
ANCE. Editor, writer, typist and 
teamaker is young Philip Batey, 
and he hasn't done a bad job - at 
least it's intelligently written. Buy 
this one and he might be able to 
afford some pics next lime out. 
Copies can be obtained for £I 
each from 10 Hollies Street, 
Pensnett. Brierley Hill. West 
Midlands DY5 4HT. 

CRITICAL WAVE is a splendidly 
professional zine which covers the 
European SF and fantasy scene. 
Issue 18 contains interviews with 
Larry Niven and Steven Barnes, 
and a valuable roundup of 
forthcoming science fiction and 
horror conventions. There's also a 
lot of good, informed writing 
about books, films and comics etc, 
and some stylish art from .Michael 
Marrak. A bargain for £1.50. It's a 
bi-monthly publication and is 
available from 24A Beech Road. 
Bouvs Park. London. 

Lastly comes PRI.ME GOTHIC, the 
journal of the newly formed 
International Horror Film 
Collectors Club. This is a slim 
booklet containing short articles 
on Cannibal pics and 'Mondo 
.Movies' /real life shockumentaries 
in case you didn't know). But Us 
real purpose is to print lengthy 
lists of video titles that the 
members have for sale or 
purchase, if you want to get in on 
this vast video-su-apping netu-ork 
(imviving only legally certiFicated 
titles, of course!), then write to 
Jon Rose at Pluto Enterprises, 27 
Old Gloucester Street. London 
WCIN3XX. 
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I n a neon-lit hotel room, a 
grim bounty hunter sol- 
emnly loads his rifle with 
silver bullets. Elsewhere, 
teenager Eric Cord sits 
mystified and frightened as 
he watches his best friend's 
sanity seemingly slipping away. 
He's been asked to sit up with 
him all night, while keeping 
him firmly tied up. When 
the change occurs, he tells 
Cord, If you’re my friend - 
shoot me. 

A few hours later, as a full 
moon bathes his anguished 
friend, Eric Cord no longer 
fears for his colleague's sanity. 
He fears for his own. 

Werewolf is a grim, daric 
horror show from the Fox TV 
network in America, shot in 
cinematic tradition. These are 
tense moments from the scene- 
setting pilot, originally released 
on video in the UK. This splen- 
did manipulative opener sets 
the scene and establishes the 
premise for the even tighter, 
moodier half-hour dramas that 
are now part of the innovative 
new TV season on Sky TV, 
where it’s airing alongside 
Alien Nation, Star Trek, 
Wiseguy and The Simpsons et 
el... 

Admittedly Sky TV is not as 
accessible to eveiybody as regu- 
lar TV. but at the risk of sound- 
ing like a salesman, it’s well 
worth looking into if you're a 
TV buff, film fan or fantasy en- 
thusiast. The Sky service 
comes with all the other advan- 
tages of satellite TV, and is run 
by some of the most sensible 
people I’ve ever met in TV. 
Series are shown in the correct 
running order, and the only 
cuts in the Rims are those the 
law insists on, not some pan- 
icky, self-righteous moral 
guardian. Their shows are on 
at accessible audience-friendly 
times, too. It would never have 
e^vn occurred to ITV to run 
Alien Nation in peak-time, and 
Werewolf runs at 10.30. on 
Tuesday nights. If it had aired 
on ITV. it would have gone out 
irregularly in the middle of the 


EPISODE GUIDE 


night, with more cuts in it than 
one of Skorzeny’s victimsl 
As Werewolf episodes are 
only half-hour shows, to give a 
one-line plot description is to 
blow half the storyline... so I've 
listed the theme of the episode 


to identify it. rather than reveal 
too much of the story. 

Pilot 

wr. Frank Lupo, dir. David 
Hammings. 


Cord acquires the curse: hunts 
down Skorzeny; Alamo Joe be- 
gins his pursuit. 

With John J. York, Lance Le 
Gault. Chuck Connors, Raphael 
Sbarge, Michelle Johnson, 
Stanley Grover, Robert Krantz, 
Toni Attell, Joseph Whipp, Gail 
O’Grady, Linden Ashby. 

Series episodes are listed in 
order of broadcast. 




1 hate those 3D moviesi' 


WEREWOLF - A bad moon 


Night Watch 

wr. Frank Lupo. dir. Daivd 
Hemmings. 

Cord continues his pursuit of 
Skorzeny. with Le Gault. Con- 
nors. Michelle Johnson, Henry 
Beckman. Grand Bush. Denny 
Miller, John Garwood. 


The Boy Who Cried 
Werewolf 

wr. Mark Jones, dir. Larry 
Shaw. 

Monster-crazy kid and woman- 
beater meet the wolf, with Le 
Gault, Danny Cooksey. Cyril 
O'Reilly, Anne Wyndham, Len 
Wayland, .Matt Roe. 


The Black Ship 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. David 
Hemmings. 

Crazy old sea captain: with Le 
Gault, Connors. Stefan Gi- 
erasch. Wayne Grace, Lillian 
Garrett. 


Spectre Of The Wolf 

wr. Craig Tepper, dir. LynjT 
Chubbuck. 

College professor lectui^s on 
lycanthrophy; with Le Gault, 
Byrne Piven, Paul Comi, Julie 
Inouye. Jay Wakeman. Gan 
Kluger. Thomas Stoviak, 
garet Nagel. 


The Wolf Who Thought 
He Was A Man 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. David 
Hemmings. 

Bogus werewolf; with Tony 
Mockus. Tobias Andersen. Noel 
Conlon. Stuart Wilson Turner. 
Bobbie Eakes. 


Tyler Tyhurst, 
Inla, Elizabeth Rus- 
uis Contreras, Jim 


Jayne 


mares At 
Braine Hotel 

wr. Craig Tepper. 

Hemmings. 

Sleazy hotel: wU^^* Gault, 
Connors. Ric^^^^ynch, Ellen 
Mungo. 


& Bunch, dir. Bol 


with George 
niel. R.G. Armstrong, 
Martinez. 

Blood Ties 
wr. Christiai^^arren, dir. 
Lyndon Chubbuck. 

Murder plot with Catherine 
Hickland. Peg Steward. James 
Horan. Joseph Whipp. Larry 
Friel. 


Friendly Haven 

wr. Tom Blomquist.^^^Vid 
Hemmings. 

Into "Bigfoot with 

Le Gault. €o^^f!vihi Oster- 
wald, DaU^ffreer. Sunshine 
Parker^pRi C Anders. Diom 
Bryajm^rtmell. 
teatfh. Burr Middlet^^^ 


Let Us Pij^ 

wr. Cole ^«unch. dir. James 
Darren^^^ 

Mon|^0” 'vlth Le Gault. Ken- 
nafn Kimmins. David Crowley. 
^e\ Carter. Stephen Burns^ 
Bert Santos. 


World 


One) 


(Part 


wr. Craig Tep.^^^ir. James 
Darren. 

Cord caphJRT; with Le Gault. 
James Mln'ison, Lee De Broux, 
r Saldana. Gewn Hum- 
^den Chiles, Ethan Phil- 
David Froman. David 


A World O^Mference 
(Part 

wr. Cmi^^nper. dir. James 


^Pbe accused of murd 
as Part One. ^ 


The Unicori 
wr. .Mark Jone| 
man. 

Prostitig^Kurders; with Le 
Gaulj^^^i Lin. Tony Todd, 
iCmwait. Freeman King. 


Ml Hallow's Eve 

wr. Craig Tepper. dir. 
Shaw. 

Special episode, aired in 
on Hallowe'en! with 
dison. Bob Ari. Cami 
Sean Kanan. Jim 


Larry 


Blood On 

Bowman, 
with Le 


dir. Rob 
Everett .McGill. 
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A Material Girl 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. James 
Darren. 

Teenage murders; with Le 
Cault. Lisanne Falk. Noah 
Blake. Stuart Fratkin. 

To Dream Of Wolves 
(Part One) 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. David 
Hemmings. 

Skorzeny written out: with Le 
Gault, Brian Thompson (as 
Nicholas Remy). Kim LTrich. 

To Dream Of Wolves 
(Part Two) 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. James 
Darren. 

(cast as Part One). 

Blind Luck 

wr. Dennis Foley, dir. John 
Pare. 

Blind woman: with Le Gault. 
Cheryl McManus. Marshall 
Teague. April Giuffria. 

Gray Wolf 

wr. Norman Spinrad, dir. 
James Darren. 

Ulial’s worse than one were- 
wolf?; with Le Cault, .Morgan 
Sheppard, Larry Drake. Brian 
Thompson (as Remy). 

Amazing Grace 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. David 
Hemmings. 

Crazy lady spots werewolf; with 
Le Cault, Billie Bird. Eileen 
Barnett, J. Patrick McNamara. 


dir. Larry 

story: with Howard 
Brian Libby, Jonelle 


Killer At 

wr. Tom 


Spectre 

wr. 


Nightmare In Blue 

wr. Cole & Bunch, dir. David 
Hemmings. 

Buried alive; with Le Gault. 
Gregg Henry, Mike Gomez. 
Terry Wills, Toni Byrd. 


Sinkwalker 

wr. Chrisian Darren, dir. David 
Hemming. 

Every series has a “noble Indi- 
ans” story sooner or later, and 
here it is; with Le Gault, Jim- 
mie F. Skaggs. Henry Kingi, 
Patrick Bishop. Dehl Berti (of 


The Road 


I Darren. 

I Hobos: with Le Gault. Guy 
i Stockwell, Henry Beckman. 
I Marco Rodriguez. Tony Fields. 
I sid Haig. 
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See tke Friglilening Power 
of Natures Eating Macliine - 

THE SHARK! 
YOU WILL BE AMA2ED AND 
STUNNED 

.rerl , an<l tKe dissection 


See a diver s leg Ijelng severe 

ikark containing kuman remains, of one skark 
cannikalizing anotker and many otker close 
kruskes witk deatk. So step akoard if you dare and 
learn ... watck ... and experience tke unknown ~ or 
you migkt ke tke next victim! 


Ri iR 9«i< vHiH nan tatK * Rnd fmi SM Vito. Tki HyRt Unkiil EtW. Ik Hyk. Lton NW9 6J(J. ndnaf a cto« H to 
raraWa a ‘Start Ratto UT iai 0.99 to £ 1.09 to*to to*«<| • tatapkaa 081-909 9799. Sto SAE k ci 
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A NI6HTMARE ON ELM 
STREET: THE DREAM 
CHILD 

CDS FOX Video 

The lores: insiolmenr In the 
never-ending sogo of Freddy 
Krueger (ftoben Englund) finds 
our unfriendly pizio-foced joke- 
srer once more invoding rhe 
dreoms of Alice (Uso Wilcox), rhe 
heroine of the previous movie 
(despire the foct rhor she oppor- 
enrly leorned ro conrrol her sub- 
conscious ond effectively block 
him our). One of Wilcox's most 
frightening visions Is o ported 
version of evil Englund's concep- 
tion os the 'bosrord son of o 
rhousond maniocs' - when o nun 
is occidenrolly locked in on osy- 
lum with 0 bunch of 


she is gong-roped ond loter { 
gives birth to o grotesque child 
with rhe foce like Fredcfy the K! 

Dock in reollry-lond, Wilcox’s 
pols srorr ro meet with grisly 
Occidents, her boyfriend (Oonny 
Hossel) is killed In o cor crosh 
ofrer dreoming he is on o mo- 
torcycle rhot suddently melts Into 
his body, turning him Into o 
mocobre H.K. Giver-like omol- 
gom of mon ond machine. Of 
course Wilcox knows rhot Freddy 
is responsible, ond when she 
discovers she Is pregnonr, she 
instinctively reolises thoi the evil 
Englund hos re-enrered the 
scene through her unborn feotus' 
dreoms. After considering on 
obortion, she decides ogolnsi it. 
ond prepores to do bottle with 
Freddy once more, rhis rime for 
rhe life of her child... 

An Interesting concept (ihoi 
of on unborn child able to chon- 
nel its nightmares to its mother) 
lurks or rhe heort of this movie, 
but o smoll otmy of writers hove 
been unoble to fully realise its 
potenriol Insreod we hove yet 
another collection of cleverly 
reollsed nighrmore sequences 
strung together by rhe thinnest of 
plots. Director Stephen Hopkins 
(o tolenred newcomer who olso 
mode the Aussie chiller DANGER- 
OUS GAME) does on imogino- 
rive Job In visualising rhe bizarre 
dreom sequences, ponlculorly 
the surrealistic elimocric chose on 
o moze of stoircoses. It's olso 
good to see rhot the character of 
Freddy has got bock some of rhe 
evil edge he lost in the previous 
episode. Hopkins cuts down 
Freddy’s oppeoronces. thus 
moking him more scory when 
he does show up. Not os gory 
this Is nevertheless 
of rhe better ELM STREET 
flicks, and keeps rhe series 
woy oheod on points of 
its moronic FRIDAY 
13TH rivols. 
Cerrificote 16. Run- 
Time: 90 minutes. 


THE WITCHES 
Warner Home Video 

Nothing could be more surpris- 
ing than to see NIcolos Roeg pro- 
duce o delightful children's 
foirytole - even if it does contoin 
scenes guoronreed to turn rhe 
little dorlings Into gibbering 
wrecks... I con't envisoge it with- 
standing rigorous structurollstic 
onolysis. but if you hove smoll 
children and feel scoring the 



bejosus out of them it's Ideal. (If 
you hove no smoll children to 
hond you con olwoys imitote 
one - you moy not even hove to 
try too hord...) De that os it moy 
whoi we hove here is o thor- 
oughly enjoyoble rompoge 
through Roold Dohl’s novel, ond 
don’t come crying to me if you’re 
0 Why did he change poge 23?' 
purist - o director s croft Is to work 
his own personol vision in with 
the source moteriol - it soys 
'flosed on on the book" ofter oil 
(my Itolics)... 

Anjelico Huston ploys the 
fobulously wicked Queen of All 
Witches, who seeks ro rum Eng- 
lond's rinies into mice, if for no 
other reoson rhon that smoll chil- 
dren smell like dog doody to rhe 
overage witch. Foir enough. She 
is hompered in her attempts by 
the oireody rodentised Luke 
(Josen Fisher) ond his cuddly 
Grondmo (Moi Zetrerllng. direc- 
tor of SCRUDDERS). Also present 
in the cost is Rowon Atkinson 
(genuinely funny) ond mony in- 
stontly tecognisoble foces from 
Drirish TV, none of whom I rec- 
ognised. 

THE WITCHES contoinsjust the 
right mixture of fontosy, senti- 
ment ond horror to moke o good 
kiddles' picture. There's o won- 
derfully atmospheric Norwegion 
prologue, rhe lorger rhon life 
chorocters stoy well owoy from 
pantomime level trovesty (ol- 
rhough there was on article in 
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board. He is Gnorm the gnome 
(TTie ’G’ is not silent in either 
cose!), Q morvellous piece of 
mechonicol wizordty creored in 
the Winston workshops ond 
operored by o vast entouroge of 
effects men. At leost it will sove 
them money on solory demonds 
for the sequel... 

The fiim's humon hero is on 
unorthodox Los Angeles cop 
nomed Casey, ployed in o 
pleosontly funky foshion by teen 
fovourlte Anthony Michoel Holl. 
Cosey Is posing os o crooked 
diomond deoler on o clondes- 
tine tote night meeting in o city 
pork, when he is knocked un- 
conscious. The only witness to 
this is Gnorm, who hos popped 
up rhrough rhe ground on o tore 
visit to 'Upworld' to revitolise o 


After o greot deol of moy- 
hem, it becomes opporent thoi 
the compoct disc killer Is on ex- 
tro-terrestriol boddie nomed 
Telec (Motthios Hues), who in- 
jects humons whh fotol doses of 
heroin, rhen spikes their broins 
tor retrieve o serum that con be 
used os on uirro-powerful drug 
on his home planer. In pursutr of 
Tolec is on olien cop. ormed with 
o weopon of devostoting fire- 
power. Out he is mortoliy 
wounded by his nemesis, ond In 
rhe end it Is up to Dolph to sove 


rhe doy. 

A lot of the oction is overly re- 
petitive (much screen time is 
given to detolling the alien’s 
grisly drug-extrocfion routine), 
ond though Dolph does okay, 
he doesn’t corry off rhe script’s 
regulotion quote of dreodful 
puns os skillfully os the greot 
Amie would hove done. Dut per- 
formances don’t count for much 
onywoy in whot is bosicolly o 
spectoculor by-the-numbers 
comic-book ocrion movie, effi- 
ciently directed by former stunt 
co-ordinotor Croig 'ACTION 
JACKSON’ Boxley, who provides 
o great deol of employment for 
his stuntmen buddies: hordiy o 
minute goes by without cors/ 
buildings being blown up. or 
people being shot and crashing 
through windows in slow-mo- 
tion. It moy be dumb, bur it’s 
eventful. 

Certificote IS. Kunning Time: S9 
minutes. 

R.M. 


gPWORLD 

Vestroo Video 
••• 


Speciol effects wizotd Ston Win- 
ston mode his direcroriol debut 
two yeors ago with the under- 
rored chiller PUMPKINHEAD (re- 
leased in rhe UK os VENGEANCE 
- THE DEMON). Now he follows 
it up with this equolly ossured 
PG-roted fonrosy. storting o bi- 
zorre-looking three foot toll creo- 
lure with o skin like tree bork 
ond o fondness for eoting cord- 


special light-giving stone colled 
o ’lumin’. An explosion then kills 
the informer thot Cosey went 
there to meet, and rhe blosi 
leors the lumin from Gnorm’s 
bond. Cosey finds it, Gnorm fries 
to steol it bock, ond the two 
begrudgingly join together in on 
unusuol buddy-buddy oliionce to 
roke on the bod guys. 

The first holf of the movie is 
reolly rother splendid, cleverly 
bolonclng comedy ond fonrosy 
with some well-stoged action 
sequences. The script (co-wttiren 
by Pen Denshom. who mode 
THE KISS) does tend to run out of 
steam loter on. but rhe movie Is 
never less thon extremely enter- 
roining throughout, ond Win- 
ston's technical and visual skill os 
o filmmaker (leorned doing sec- 
ond unit work on ALIENS and THE 
TERMINATOR) is opporent in 
every frome. The moin osset 
here is Gnorm himself, o remork- 
oble cross between E.T. and o 
Gremlin, who comes ocross os 
more reol thon most of the 
humons in the cost. UPWORLD is 
os originol ond omusing o kiddie 
fonrosy os one could wish for. 
ond it certoinly doesn’t deserve 
the ignominous foie of being 
releosed direcHy to video. 
Certificote PG. Running Time: 
AA minutes. 

A.D. 


The Independent written by o 
witch occusing the film of, um 
witchismf) ond Roeg shows him- 
self equolly odept ot aeoting 
humour ond menoce alike. Oc- 
cosionol dodgy effects ond the 
cop-out ending moy ogltote 
some 'odults', but gripers ond FX 
bores aren't rhe torget oudlence. 
THE WITCHES is, for once, greot 
fun for oil the fomilyl Reolly! 
Certificote PG. Running Time: 
90 minutes. 

S.J. 


DARK AN6EL 

Entertainment In Video 


Dolph Lundgren rakes on drug- 
dealers from outer spoce in o 
lively, stunt-filled oction movie 
for rhe He-Mon crowd thot bor- 
rows heovily from THE HIDDEN. 
ALIEN NATION ond PREDATOR. 
Blonde, blue-eyed Dolph ploys 
tousled Houston cop Jock Coine, 
ond joins forces with on inept 
■Jimmy Olsen’ type FBI ogent 
(Brian Benben) to investigote o 
series of bizarre sloyings which 
hove been occomplished with 
on olien device like o rozor- 
shorp CD able to home in on rhe 
viCTim's elecrlcQl impulses (Tfs 
like tuning your radio diol to 
K.I.L.L.’). 




underground until orrroaed by 
vibrorions, then move in to put 
the bite on their victims... 

Dy todoy's standards TREM> 
ORS is a minor clossic. It speeds 
olong relentlessly while Introduc* 
ing Its cost of eccentric choroc- 
ters, contolns plenty of monsters, 
some good shocks ond - per- 
hops most importontly - hos no 
shortoge of wit; diologue Is 
snoppy. humourous ond rhonk> 
fully devoid of endless monster- 
movie references. Overall TREM- 
ORS Is basically greot enrerroin- 
ment and Inhabits o blockhead- 
free zone occupied by too few 
recent genre releoses. Enough 
sold. 

Certif icote 1 S. Running Time: 96 
minutes. 


TREMORS 

CIC video 

•••’4 


S.J. 

TWO EVIl EYES 



If you’re depressed by Holly- 
wood's tendency towords point- 
less sequels, sick of wotching 
dumb teenogers wondering 
oround being menoced, or stort 
to tremble or the prospect of the 
'lotesf video you're renting turn- 
ing our to be o dog shelved 
years ago bur finolly deemed 
okoy for video releose' then this 
might be the tonk you’re look- 
ing for. TREMORS Is o cheerful 
throwbock to the 1 950s 'big bug' 
school of sci-fi film-making, a 
worthy genre to plunder If ever 
there wos. 

Kevin Docon ond Fred Word 
ploy 0 couple of hondymen/buf- 
foons in the tiny homier of Per- 
fection. Nevodo. Reduced to 
pumping poop while tounted by 
o simpleton they decide to leave 
It oil behind and seek feme ond 
fortune elsewhere. Their ortempt 
to vomoose Is ropidly curtoiled 
by the orientlons of o group 
(bunch? gaggle? 
herd?) of giant 
stinking tentacle 
creotures, hungry 
for human flesh. 

The sold 


Meduso Home Video 

Cult horror directors George 
(NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD) 
Romero ond Dario (SUSPIRIA) 
Argento joined forces over o 
decode ogo to bring us the ulii- 
mote zombie movie, DAWN OF 
THE DEAD. This, their long- 
owalted second collobororion. is 
somewhor less impressive, but Is 
nevertheless o must-see for 
genre tons. Originolty planned 
os 0 four-port homoge’ to the 
works of Edgor Alton Poe (with 
John Corpenter ond Clive Dorker 
directing other episodes), sched- 
uling problems caused It to end 
up os o slightly overlong two- 
porrer, with Romero ond 
Argento tockling the fomilior Poe 
stories, THE DLACK CAT ond 
THE FACTS IN 


the foct 
thot It's the 
le story Poe 
wrote (ond George 
Is usually pretty hot on 
thot porticulor sub- 
ject). Roger Cor- 
mon success- 
fully tackled 
this yarn In pe- 
riod as one of 
his TALES OF 
TERROR 
(1963). but 
here It's up- 
dated to the 
modern times, 
with adulterous 
Adrienne Dorbeou 
conspiring with her 
doctor boyfriend to 
keep her rermlnolly III 
hubby, Voldemor (Dingo 
O'Molley), olive long 



enough to cheot him out of oil 
his lolly. They hypnotise him Into 
signing his life owoy. but the 
neforlous poir don’t count on the 
fact thot the hypnotic tronce will 
lost long after Voldemor hos left 
the lond of the living... 

Curiously locking In genuine 
chills, but for one brief sequence 
neor the end where the zombi- 
fled Voldemor returns for his 
revenge, this is o great disop- 
polntmenr from o director of 
Romero's proven obillry. We 
hove olreody seen In CREEP- 
SHOW ond his obortive TV shows 
TALES FROM THE DARKSlOE thot 



the short formot doesn’t really 
suit his tolenrs. ond this looks for 
oil the world like o dreory, cli- 
ched episode of the lorrer series 
bolstered by a few modest Tom 
Sovini gore effects. Romero’s 
original choice of MASQUE OF 
THE RED DEATH would undoubt- 
edly hove been o lot more fun. 

Dut things perk up for the 
Argento odoptotion of THE 
BLACK CAT. which reolly IS an- 
other story altogether. This opens 
with bormy photographer Rod 
Usher (Horvey Keitel) enthusios- 
rlcolly photogrophing the corpse 
of o noked woman who hos 
been sliced in two ot the wolsr 
by 0 rozor-shorp pendulum. Rod 
Is o crime photographer who 
obviously enjoys his work, to the 
extent that he takes it home with 
him. chopping up his violinist 
girffriend (Modelolne Porter) with 
0 meot cleover ond stuffing her 


corpse behind o folse woH in her 
opottment. The Block Cot of the 
title tepresents what little con- 
science out Rod possesses. It’s o 



sinister beosr thot beors on un- 
usuol birthmark In the shope of o 
hangmen's noose. Rod strangles 
It and records its deoth throes for 
posterity In his latest bestseller. 
'Metropoliton Horrors'. Dut of 
course. It returns from the grove 
to exoct on Ironic retribution. 

The storyline moy be fomilior, 
but It’s distinguished by good 
performonces from Keitel and 
John Amos (who ploys the joded 
cop who finally finds nutty Rod 
out), and Argento's compelling 



directorlol Style, which is choroc- 
teristicolly stylish and on-torget 
throughout. Extremely grisly or 
times, with o guest oppeoronce 
from makeup maestro Tom Sov- 
ini - os 0 loony vrfto has pulled 
out oil his girlfriend's reerhl It's o 
lurid mlni-mosterpiece of gothic 
terorr thot Argento tons will not 
wont to miss. 

Certificate 16. Running Time: 
115 minutes. 

M.T. 
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RETURN or THE FAMILY 
MAN 

MGM/UA Video 

••• 

A blond lirle hides on impressive 
lirtle stalk and slosh epic rhor 
owes more rhon o nod of fomili- 
ority to THE STEPFATHER. The 
'Fomlly Mon' is o sodlstic Ed Gein 
type psycho described by one 
chorocter os, the biggest son-of- 
O'birchln-moss murderer in the 
Pociflc South West’. He immedi- 
ately lives up to his reputotion In 
the opening scenes, escoping 
from o prison bus by pokirtg o 
guord’s eyes out. ond systemoii- 
colly sloughtering everyone else 
on boord - IrKluding his fellow 
prisoners. Then he heeds bock 
to the town of his birth, where 
he gets very ortgry to discover 
thot his fomily home hos been 
token over by on Ill-assorted 
group of teen compers. If you 
con’t guess what comes next, 
then you should toke o crosh 
course in FRIDAY THE 13TH mov- 
ies... 



Qilllingly well ployed by Ron 
Smerezok, The Fomlly Mon him- 
self is 0 memoroble creorion. 
cheerfully shrugging ’Sorry, 
neighbour' to o chop he hos just 
disembowelled with o broken 
bottle! The script even monoges 
to offer o believoble psychologi- 
cal explonotion for his onii-sociol 
behoviour, ond presents us with 
os llkeoble o bunch of teen pro- 
tagonists os we've hod in yeors. 
carefully developing eoch indi- 
vidual chorocter so we ll core 
obout what hoppens to them 


ZO 


when the killing begins in eor- 
nest (which In o remorkoble 
example of the slow buildup Is 
not until rhe second holf of the 
picture). The film berroys its low 
budget in its groiny comerowork 
or>d the omoteur noture of o 
couple of the performances, but 
stick with it through o slow first 
hoH you'll be reworded with o 
tension-pocked finole where rhe 
teens prove surprisingly re- 
sourceful in ovoiding those body 
bogs (oided by o cylinder of 
propone ond o tolklng Poloriod 
comerol) Atmospheric, exciting 
ond rhreoded through with wel- 
come streok of block humour, it 
monoges to bring new blood to 
on overworked genre. 
Certificote 16. Runniitg Time: 
66 minutes. 

R.M. 

FAMILY REUNION 
Dig Pictures 

Forty yeors ogo. Henry Andrews 
rescued his son Tom (MIchoel 
Novok) from rhe honds of o so- 
tonlc cult Intent on socrificing him 
to the devil - blowing owoy 13 
(count ’eml) devil worshippers 
with 0 shotgun. Flash forword to 
the present doy ond Tom 1$ oil 
growed up with o white-breod 
family of his own, but for some 
mysterious reoson he feels com- 
pelled to visit the small desen 
town of Sutterville. the scene of 



his onempted murder oil those 
yeors ogo. Grondod Henry won- 
ders. is this trip really necessory. 
porticulorly os they ore arriving 
on Christmos Eve - rhe exoct 
onniversory of the witche s soert- 
flee... 

After on otmospheric mono- 
chrome prologue (remintscenr of 
CITY OF THE DEAD), this routine 
supemoturol chiller settles down 
to tell 0 fomilior story of small- 
town devil-worship which bene- 
fits from rhe presence of rhe lore, 
greot biker-movie director ond 
actor Jock Storrett, reprising his 
FIRST BLOOD role of o trtgger- 
hoppy redneck sheriff who en- 
joys spirting our such cherlshoble 
lines os. 'Atove one inch ond I'll 
feed your liver to my cotl' 

At first this brings bock memo- 
ries of the splendid RACE WITH 
THE DEVIL, which Storret direaed 
and hod o comeo role in. but 
FAMILY REUNION isn't In the 
some creepy doss. It's thor- 
oughly routine spook stuff, built 
oround rhe hero's confrontotion 
with 0 sotonic bod guy who con 
couse OMEN-type accidents ond 
shrug off bullets like confetti, but 
is just stupid enough to succumb 
to rhe old 'cross-through-the- 
heott' gog. The effects ore not so 
speciol. chorocterisorion, plot, 
ond performances ore strictly por 



his corpse In on underground cor 
pork. However, fhot's nor rhe 
end of rhe story, becouse olong 
comes Chofuko (Mobel King), 
rhe neighbourhood apprentice 
voodoo high priestess, who hos 
been woiting for rhe oppottunlry 
to aeote her very own zombie 
slove. She brings Dorry bock to 
life, and puts him bock on the oir 
-upsetting both his murderers 
ond rhe srotlon sponsors... 

The best thing obout this 
owesomely dreodful zombie 
spoof is thot it only lasts 64 min- 
utes. We oil know zombies con 
be funny - Ronnie Reogon kept 



for the course, ond like ony other 
reunion, we’ve seen ir oil too 
mony times before. 

Cerrificote 1 6. Running Time: 65 
minutes. 

R.M. 

DEAD MEN DON'T DIE 

New World/Tronsatlontic 
Pfcfures 

Dorry Dorron (Elliott Gould) is the 
evening news anchor mon on 
W.W.N. (World Wide News) ond 
he hos Just uncoverd o multi-mil- 
lion dollor cocolne operotlon. 
Cotchirtg rhe criminols In rhe oct 
is just rhe kind of scoop he's 
been dyirtg to get. but he really 
does die to get it. becouse they 
shoot him full of holes ond leove 


us entertained for yeors - bur this 
living deod Dodo plods olong 
with all rhe urgency of on op- 
peoronce in traffic court. Elliott 
Gould dons whhe-foce mokeup 
and mugs if up for oil he’s worth, 
vsritich sadly doesn’t seem to be 
o lot nowodoys, ond the level of 
humour is pitched so low thot 
even rhe Three Stooges wouldn't 
be oble to limbo dorKe under it. 
For insomnlocs only. 

Certificote 1 5. Running Time: 64 
minutes. 

R.M. 


This moftfh's reviewers ore: 
Alton Dryce, Stefan Joworzyn. 
Richord Morsholl ond Nor- 
mon Teylor. • 





Our cool yulo ghoul Hudrio Hemlock gum Into her crystol boll to too what 
scares Santa Clows hos In store. Slayride onyb^y? 


ARIES 
Zh( Mor - 19th April 

t could C4UM worry. You're eltncted 1e the 


TAURUS 

20th April - ZOth Hoy 

rrrtei ibout brothers or sisters could keep you 
' csreful of leileusy. end welch your spendlof. 
ourself up es judge eud jury. Try not to be the 

GEMINI 

21st May - 21st )un« 

Bl H ell this nooth, but eia’I ouaege wttbout thi 
pirlms. Keep • low profile la business metiers. 
i‘l sign uythiug - especielly lo blood - efter th 



LEO 

23rd )uly - 22nd Aug 

Pessioo. Inbrigue end over-lodulgcsce rnerk the first week ol 
the month. Live now, pey leter Is your motto. Treed cerefull: 
or you'll lose your heert - not lllereliy I hope, bul you oever 

VIRGO 

Z3rd Aug - 22nd S«pl 

The full CBOOD on the 2nd conld bring news of en smbilioo 
reilised. carryiog new pride end prestige Into your Ufe. The 

chudr out those old spider webs end gel sonM new ones fa. 

LIBRA 

23rd S«pt - ZZnd Oct 


on SCORPIO 

23rd Oct - 21st Nov 

Self'prescrvellon is everything this month. You wUI spend e 


w 

I'ou'relooU 
I reel nest f 

Vetch out fi 
running to 


SAGITTARIUS 
22nd Nov - 21st D«c 

ig good this moolh, restless end opUniisIk 
1 reel enst for Hie. Pertners won't be eUe to keep w 
you, end Ihey mey compleln eboul your ipcadthriA wi) 
Welch out for hf^n enemies on the 5th. especielly If 
I in the Block t^goon. 


CAPRICORN 
ZZnd Doc - 19th ]on 


Bed heMu couk ce 
them In the bod before It Is too ble. Be cerefni of Rerce 
eainuls - psctirubiiy the oaes thet ere two hundred fort 
tell end laswer lo the neinc of Codailb. The end of the 


AQUARIUS 
ZOth Ion - 18th Fob 

cs probbms with Ross or leeet thb month (Jus 
Id Vied the Impeler. who still refuses to pay hb 
'ou en brusgue sad unpndicUhk. with lots on 
An ksa formublsd on the IWh shouk nol be 
I nr pul Into opeielloe until the I Mb. 

PISCES 

19th Feb - ZOth March 

e couk be reellscd on the 23rd. bringing honou 




Devil doll Chucky’s back, and we’ve got him! Next month Maitland McDonagh files her 
exclusive report from behind the scenes on the $12 million CHILD’S PLAY 11 and 
talks to the film’s writer and director John Lafia about the 
problems of working with the screen's most memorable pint- 
sized menace (with apologies to Bonnie Langford). We also 
meet Mel Ferrara, notorious director and star of that 
famed DIY horror hit. DRILLER KILLER. This guy rarely gives 
interviews, and when you read this one you will see why! On the 
television front we'll be asking you to step into THE TWILIGHT 
ZONE, and take a glimpse into the macabre mind of that splendid 
writer Nigei Kneale, who will be discussing his immortal creation. 

Professor Bernard Quatermass. And if you’ve ever fancied making 
your own horror movie then you mustn’t miss out on the first part 
of our exciting new competition aimed at discovering the fear 
filmmakers of tomorrow. Budding George Romero's take heed - 
this could be your big break! There will also be an exclusive picture 
preview of Michele Soavi’s dazzling supernatural chiller, THE SECT, 
hot gossip from the set of Tom Savim’s remake of NIGHT OF THE 
LIVING DEAD, plus lots more ghoulish news, reviews and previews 
from the darker side of films, video, comics, books and computer 
games. The January issue of THE DARK SIDE will be on sale in 
your local newsagent from December 20th - get it before it gets 
YOU! 
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FROM MIDDLE EARTH TO STALINGRAD 
FROM CYBERPUNK TO NAPOLEON. 

FOR ROLEPLAYING. WARGAMING. 

FANTASY OR i 

MILITARY MOOeaiNG COME TO THE 
SPECIALISTS 

MAC’S MODELS 
1 33*1 35 Canongat*, 
EDINBURGH BH8 8BP 
TBL: 031-887 5581 

Gaming figures from 2mm lo 2Smm including. 
Greadier. MithnI, Miniatures, Marauder. Citadel. 
Essex, irregular, Ral Partha. RAFM. Metal Magic. 
Acropolis. Denizen and NOW. |ust released ■ THE ZAP 
SCLFI rar>ge. 

Scenery by Fantasy Forge. Battleground. Hovels & 
others Moulds by Prince August 
Eight ranges of paints 

Large-scale fantasy models from Phoenix. Mascot. 
Denizen. Positive Figurines. Soli-Deo. Myth & Magic and 
AartvarK(includir>g chess sets') 

Games by TSR. Games Workshop. Avalon Hill, Victory, 
SPl. GDW.Steve Jackson and Loads Mair 
That lot la just a wee selection by the way! 

(Just lo make life easy we accept all major credit cards.) 








100,000 COMICS INSTOCK 
NEW IMPORTS EVERY WEEK 
INDEPENDENTS & UNDER- 
GROUNDS • S F PAPERBACKS 
GRAPHIC NOVELS • HORROR 
MAGS • CULT FILM & TV 
BODY ART & TATTOO • VIZ 
FARSIDE • FREAK BROS 
CALVIN & HOBBES • TINTIN 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK* 10-6 
MAIL-ORDER SERVICE- 
SEND TWO FIRST CLASS 
STAMPS FOR CATALOGUE 


1 8 INVERNESS ST • CAMDEN TOWN • LONDON NW1 7HJ • TEL: 071 -485 9320 
'LONDON'S BEST BACK-ISSUE SELECTION' - EVENING STANDARD 
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Jon Abbot previsws somo ghoultidc treats 




T errestrial TV Chonnels 
were still tight-lipped 
about rheir Christmas 
schedules os we went to 
press, but detolls of 
some Intriguing horror highlighrs 
ond fantasy events on the sotel- 
lire services were stoning to filter 
in... 

The Christmos film on Sky 
Movies will be Who Framed 
tioger Rabbit, the colourful trib- 
ute to the golden years of onl- 
moted cortoons rhot feotures 
extroordlnory special effects 
tricks ond comeo appearances 
by countless Disney and Womers 
srors; if you haven't seen It. 
wotch our fot 0 spectoculor 
nightclub scene with penguin 
wolrers, Tex Avery domes, ond 
o piano duet between Ooffy ond 
Donold Duck ("Thorh the lorhr 
time 1 work with anyone with o 
sthpeech impediment!"). Other 
fontosy films lined up for Decem- 
ber include Cocoon.- The Return. 
Mad Max - beyond Thunder- 
dome. ond the 1980'S 
comebock of thor 
slithering 
superstar The ■ 
fUobl 


Gilliam's Munchausen 

Over or OSQ, they’re contem- 
plating onother Doctor Who ex- 
trovogonzo. which will be o 
week of speciolly selected epi- 
sodes (not 24 hours o doy this 
time, norchl). Moln ottroctlon for 
DARK SIDE renders will surely be 
o toss-up between the Terry Gil- 
Horn double-bill on Christmas 
Doy ond the Movie Chonnel's 
"Altemorlve Christmos". This let- 
ter event consists of o 
chronologicol one- 
o-night screening 
rhe enrire Fri- 
day the lOrh 
series from Ports 
Two to Seven. 

the 
I0ih 
t o 
15rh 


they 


oltemotive Christmas!). 

The Terry Gilllom double-bill 
consists of thot spectoculor 
money-muncher The Adventures 
of Baton Munchausen ond the 
wocky Time Bandits fontosy stor- 
ting Dovid koppoporr ond vori- 
ous Monty Pythons. Just fot the 
record, they're occomponied by 
the Fowlty-ish A Fish Coiled 
Wondo ond rhe opproprioiely 
Pythonesgue sight of the Dritlsh 
estoblishment in disorroy in icon- 
do/. 

Other Christrrtos fontosy films 
on DSD over December will in- 
clude rhe bizorre Serooged with 
Dill Murtoy. My Stepmother Is An 
Alien with Don Aykroyd ond Kim 
Oosinger, The Wolves of Wil- 
loughby Chose wirh Mel Smith 
ond Stephonie Deochom. rhe 
onimoied An Amerieon Toil, and 
Jaws - The Revenge pencilled In 
for December 20th ond Polter- 
geist III on rhe 16th. 

Also on the Astro system 
along with the Sky services is WH 
Smith's Lifestyle channel which 
has o couple of interesting oddi- 
ties from the fantasy oreno lined 
up for December (they're ol- 
reody running the vintoge on- 
thokjgy series One Step Deyond. 
by the woy). The 1950"$ series 
Rocky Jones. Space Ranger will 
be running on Sundoys In a 4.00 



Wolves of Willoughby Chase 


slot for 20 episodes, and follows 
In the footsteps of such previous 
Lifestyle screenings os Space Pa- 
trol ond Tom Corbett. Sorrkewhot 
more recent is the little-seen 
Captain Power And His Soldiers 
Of The Future, which wos the 
live-oction series that spowned 
oil rhe fuss obout "inter-oalve" 
toys Q couple of yeors ogo. It 
won't be "Inter-octive" on Lifes- 
tyle. bur opporently It's guile 
good visuolly. one of o number 
of syrtdicoted scl-fi/fontosy shows 
thor has done the rounds in rhe 
U.S. 




Dan and Kim get hitched 
Captain Power begins on 
December 23rd. 

Tertesrriol TV briefly; The re- 
cent short-lived sci-fl series Hard 
Ome On Planet Earth, storting 
roughle Mgrtin Kove os on olien 
convict sentenced to "life on 


Serooged 


Eorth" is currenity doing the ITV 
reglonol roundobout. It could 
show up ony time from two In 
the ofternoon to two in the 
morning, but it's out there! Also 
on the subject of rhe ITV regions, 
the licensing period for The Time 
Tunnel Is topidly running our, so 
If your area isn't running It by 
now. It might never. The good 
news is thor It hos now been 
picked up by Channel Four, so 
everybody will get o chonce to 
see It evenruolly. In the meon- 
time, wouldyo settle for Voyage 
To The Bottom Of The Sea... on 
C4, . . ond from the stort? Thought 
so..,! 



Happy Xmas from Skyl 
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The Green Party 


Ai t tales promotion aid it's a 
hit. The film is a 93-minute-long 
advertisement for all kinds of 
Turtle goodies. 

The plot finds the high-kicking 
quartet deftly decimating the rot- 
ten Foot Clan who are cheerfully 
terrorizing New York but. like di- 
rector Steve Barron, you need not 
really bother with the storyline. He 
and writers Todd W Langen and 
Bobby Herbeck simply use its fa- 
miliar collection of cliches as a 
convenient \-ehicle for a lively saga 
of suspense, derring-do and thrill- 
ing Martial Arts action, smartly 
staged by Pat Johnson. 

As a newcomer to the weird 
world of the Turtles I found it dif- 
ficult to differentiate between the 
four reliable reptiles and also at 
times to hear what they were say- 
ing. But judging from the riotous 
reaction of the youngsters at the 
screening I attended, most of the 
dialogue is superfluous. Never 
mind the words, savour the plenti- 
ful action. 

Critical comment Is really re- 
dundant here. The fact that the film 
is directed with minimal style, the 
human actors are no more than 
adequate, the cinematography (at 
least, in the print I saw) is dark 
and muddy and the plot wouldn't 
tax the intelligence of even a de- 
voted Jeremy Beadle, 
fan Is 


T hese days there are pres- 
sure groups out to sell the 
merits of every possible 
segment of society, so 
I've no doubt that some- 
where there is a body known as 
“Call Rats Attractive People' 
(C.R.A.P.) whose job it is to 
counteract the inevitably villainous 
image of rodents in the media. 

C.R-A.P. should be delighted 
with Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
(PC) since it features a truly de- 
lightful elderly four-foot-high talk- 
ing rat. who serves as the wise 
mentor of the legendary sewer- 
dwelling, pizza-guzzling. Martial 
Arts expert reptiles, whose S12 
million cinema debut brought in an 
amazing S25.4 million on its open- 
ing weekend in America. 

The late Jim Henson earns high 
praise for creating the marvellous 
animatronic rat whom i found to 
be by far the most interesting char- 
acter in the film. The humans are 
mere ciphers designed to advance 

24 'Who's pinched my free 
stickers?' 



the plot from one Turtle encounter 
of the bone-snapping kind to the 
next. The furry teacher is far more 
memorable than nominal heroes 
Rafael. Michelangelo. Donatello 
and Leonardo. They're an amiable- 
enough bunch with a smart line in 
hip street-talking slang and are 
undoubtedly good to have around 
when you're in trouble. But in the 
final analysis they simply emerge 
as men in Turtle suits which must 
have been sweaty hell for the actors 
trapped inside them. 

What we have here is a market- 
ing phenomenon rather than a 


movie. It's the latest, logical stage 
in a hugely successful progression 
from cult comic strip " 
the hit animated 
television series, and 
is skiUfully designed 
to grab even more 
cash from turtle- 
obsessed youngsters 
in exchange for 
more tied-in 
merchandise. 






Tht Ninja Turtles in action 


imievant. Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles is more than a mere movie. 
It's a sureRre critic-proof hit and a 
memorable addition to one of the 
most efficient marketing cam- 
paigns and media hypes in years. 

Barly on in Criminal Law (18) 
we know the identity of the psycho- 
path who is raping and killing 


women in Boston, but that doesn't 
detract too much from this taut 
reworking of the traditional “ma- 
niac-on-tbe-loose’* shocker. It's 
not a whodunit but rather a "will- 
hc-stop-it?" with Gary Oldman as a 
lawyer who comes to realiae that 
the client he has successfully de- 
fended on a rape-and-murder 


charge is. in fact, as guilty as hell. 
So he sets out to do something 
about it. 

Mark Kasdan's well-crafted 
screenplay creates strong suspense 
and his two protagonists. Oldman 
and serial killer Kevin Bacon, are 
sharply characterised within the 
defined parameters of the genre. 



'Which way to the sewers?' 



CRIMINAL LAW: Bad guy Bacon. 


Oldman carried the burden of the 
drama and carries it well. His 
American accent is pretty good 
most of the time and he creates a 
convincing and reasonably complex 
character. His decision to turn 
detective-avenger and bring home 
the Bacon to Justice arises logically 
from the action and is not mere^ 
a grafted-on plot contrivance. Ba- 
con. in a pivotal (but not that large) 
role, is genuinely chitling and 
Joe Don Baker contributes a 



CRIMINAL LAW: Good guy 


Oldman. 

telling portrait of a bull-necked po- 
liceman. 

While Criminal Law doesn't 
offer any amazing new revelations 
in story and character. It does 
emerge as a slick, suspenseful 
thriller whose old-story-in-newish- 
clothes plotline is taully and styl- 
ishly directed by Britain's .Martin 
Campbell, making an intelligent 
and above-average feature film 
debut. Some of his too-tighl set- 
ups betray his previous experience 
in television, notably the overrated 
Edge of Darkness, but he's done a 
more than competent job here and 
it will be interesting in the future 
to see how he handles a more inno- 
vative subject. 


2S 







The following titles hove just been releosed - or escoped! 


HALLOWEEN 11 (IS) 


The 9'lsly sequel 'o John Carpenter's 
I97fl horror Nt cottlirtues on the 
some nlqht on which the oriqinol 
ended and finds iomie Lee Curtis 
beinq putstied round the cotrldors of 
o strongely deserted hospltol by the 
knife-wlelding Michoel Myers. 
Scripted by Corpeniet ond Debra Hill, 
this Is o fairly slick coiologue of stalk 
ond slosh butchery which shows little 
regord lor plot logic or Otorocterlso- 

Castle Vision. 69.99 

ADSOLUTION (16) 

Anthony (SLEUTH) Shoflet wrote this 
convoluted 1978 chiller set In o 
Romon Coihollc boys school, where 
humourless, by-the-book priest 
^ ichord Burton foils victim to o very 
nasty procticol Joke ployed by on evil 
student. Powerful, broiling moterlol 
rhoi remains horrifyingly credible to 
t.he end. Burton gives one of his 
strongest performonces 
Castle Vision. 69.99 


AMITYVILLE II (16) 

Before the Lun family moved into the 
most hounted property on Long 
Islond if was opporently the scene of 
much EXOftCIST-style moyhem. os 
detoiied In this dopey prequeT to the 
unoccounrobly populot AMITYVILLE 
HORROR. Here, loutish Dun Young 
ploys the price lor not noticing rhor his 
son Jock Mogner has on Indio rubber 
complexion ond speaks In more 
voices rhon Rory Dremnet At leost it's 
eventful. 

Castle Vision, 69.99 


DAWN OF THE DEAD 
(if) 

George Rometo's gut.wienching 
1979 zombie movie classic (a spir- 
ited sequel to his 1968 hit NIGHT OF 
THE LIVING DEAD) orrives on sell 
through or lost, minus roughly two 
minutes of Tom Sovlnl’s more exces- 
sive makeup effects. Less scary rhon 
the first, the occent here is on 
conoony uitto-violence os four III- 
assorted protogonists hole up in o 
Pittsburgh shopping moll ond take on 
flesh-eotlng ghouls and o horde of 
rompoging Hell's Angels. Surprisingly 
well ocred ond wrHten. though o little 


DAWN OF THE DEAD - That morning after feeling... 




overlong at two hours. The Goblin 
music score is os memorable os their 
work on SUSPIRIA. 

Entertainment In Video, 69.99 

FRIDAY THE 1STH PART 
V: A NEW DEQiNNINO 
( 10 ) 

Donny (SAVAGE STREETS) Steinmonn 
directed this fifth instolment In the 
populot slice 'n' dice series bosed 
otoundMrs Voorhees' lltrle lad Joson. 
This time out Tommy Jorvis. the 
youngster who offed Joson with o 
mocheie oi the end of the lost Instol- 
menr has been sent to o holfwoy 
house for dangerous mentol coses. 
Before long there's o hockey-mosked 
horror on the loose shoving flores In 
people's mouths, sticking shears In 
their eyes etc. Hos Joson relumed, or 
Is it Tommy keeping the spirit of the 
show olive? Less gory than some, the 
film does contain mote gratuitous 
nudity to moke up for It. Pot for the 

CIC Video. 69.99 


FRIDAY THE 15TH PART 
Vis JASON LIVES (10) 

••'fi 

Just before being dismembered in 
this sixth entry In rhe long-running 
shock series, on oleohollc grove-dig- 
ger quips. 'Some folks hove o sironge 
Ideo of entertoinmeni.' This one's Q 
little better dton overoge. becouse 
wrlier/dlrecrof Tom McLoughlin hot 
Injected some welcome touches of 
humour Into rhe movie. Including on 
opening credits crawl straight out of o 
Bond movie. Brought bock to life, 
Fronkensteln Monster style, by o bolt 
of lightning. Joson (C.J. Grohom) Is 
now 0 menoeeless porody of his old 
self os he stolks his youthful victims In 
0 rural setting. No topless nudity at oil 
In this one. ond it's rhe best-photo- 
graphed in the whole series. The 
body count Is os follows: mocheie for 
two, impoling on o speor. broken 
bottle In throoi. 360 degree head 
twist, bote fist through siomoch. and 
assorted stobbings and decopiro- 
ilons. Alice Cooper did the 
sour^track. 

CIC Video. 69.99 




Kien<e-ncTlon is noi lor all tastes, but 
It's certolnly ori^lnol EmlNo Esrevei Is 
0 punkec wonderlrtg through iKe 
blighted streets of L.A who becomes 
the protege of OuO (Horry Deori Siors- 
lon). 0 crusty cor repossessor. The rwo 
heod off It) pursuit of o 1964 Chevy 
Molibu rhot hos been stolen by o 
loboromised nuclear scientist Duiolso 
on irs rroN ore o gaggle of ruthless 
government ogenrs, some UFO cull* 
isis, ond the infamous Rodriguez 
Orothers. who wont the deodly 
power ihot's hidden in the 
boot...Engoging stuff to be sure, but 
It goes on woy too long. Ptoduced by 
ex-Monkee Mike Nesmith. 

CIC video, i9.99 


VAMP(16) 


A reosonoble blending of teen com- 
edy and out-and-out horror movie, 
this 1960 production tells of how the 
plonners of o ftotemity pony go out 
to hire o stripper ond stumble Into the 
After Dork Club, o sinister esrobllsh- 
ment run by Sroee Jones (who is 
ocTuolly Katrina, an Egyption mummy 
goddess) The lods quickly leollse 
thor Groce and her strippers ote 
femme fatales Just waiting to put the 


fhe tense, exciting (and moybe o 
«eensy overlong) 1971 screen vet- 
von of the Mtchoel Crichton bestseller 
oOOso 0 group of scientists struggling 
•dentify o spoce virus thot hos 
wiped out almost oil the Inhobironrs 
of o New Mexico village. James 
OtMn and Dovid Wayne lead the 
modest cost of chorocter players, but 
*ie wor ol the show is the Hve-storey 
underground laboratory where the 
ocMon is mokily set. Robert Wise dl- 
•ees wtrh clInKul brilllonce. often us- 
r-g split-screen techniques, ond Gil 
Mete provides o weirdly compelling 
score, opporently performed 
Or o computer Prepare to be 
perched on the edge ol your seor for 
“e noiibiting lost ten minutes, 
ac video. 69.99 


Dean Poul Morrin (aooner Dino's son) 
stors In this forgertoble 1965 comic 
book fobie - the pilot for a short-lived 
TV show thor never mode It to these 
shores - obout four teenogers given 
super powers to help mankind. In 
rhek first assignmenr the misfits coll 
on These powers to stop some one- 
dimenslonQl boddies from develop- 
ing 0 rwurron connon. Ho humi 
CIC video, 69.99 


Jock Oeth Is bock - ond he's never 
even been here before. Those vrho 
didn't think Chorles Bond hod It In him 
to moke o good movie Should take o 
look ot this neat little low-budget 
hybrid of BLADE RUNNER ond THE 
TERMINATOR which costs reliable 
choiocter octor Tim Thomerson os 
future cop Jock, sent bock 300 yeors 
to modern day L.A. to trock down the 
■eoder of a deodly roce of teieparhs. 
It's short, sweet, lightweight stuff, but 
visually anesnng ond full of omusmg 
seilrfcol observoiions on the fads of 
1965. TRANCERS 2 Is due ony mtn- 


,e>«my Irons tokes o double role 
ptoyvng twin gynoecologists who 
eiore eoch other's lives - and lovers - 
n one of Dovid Cronenberg's welld- 
ev ond most memoroble screen oui- 
•tgs The film is octuolly bosed on the 
•we story ol NYC gynoecologists Ste- 
-e' ond Cyril Marcus, who were 
«wnd deed In their garbage-strewn 
Upper East Side oportment In 1975 • 
s double-suicide brought on by o 
d-ug-oddlcilon. Using the story os o 
sromng poini to explore his own fos- 
'.onon with the subject of bodily 
epAupnon. Cronenberg gives us yet 
orpmet vividly leollsed film thot Is 
ai odd ideos and deeply unset- 
^ng Ttwoughoui. It's olso ultimately 
•••V depressing, which Is the rnoln 
^pson thot it enjoyed little commer- 
success. DEAD RINGERS Is o must 
tee nevertheless. It slowly creeps 
the viewer, revealing Its horrors 
V a deliberate poce rother thon 
Mdung ourright with spedol effects 


Alex Cox's bIzone 1984 blending of 
punk rock imogery ond suireolisiic 


bire on unsuspecting visitors. Bur by 
thot lime their number has been 
decimated - ond they ore trapped in 
the neighbourhood. Greg Cannom's 
makeup effects ore extremely grue- 
some. bur the highlight of the show is 
probobly Groce Jones's etotic donee 
routine (in o body pointing by New 
York grofflll ortisi Keith Horing). Quite 
siyllshiy done, ond very simllor in tone 
ro John Londls's AMERICAN WERE- 
WOLF IN LONDON, 

New World Video. 69.99 


Enrerrolnmenr In Video, 69.99 

Cronenberg's telly addicts 


Dovid Cronenberg's powerful 1960 
science fiction nlghtmore stors the 
greot Jomes Woods os o sleazy coble 
TV progrommer whose consciousness 
Is invaded by a mind-controlling tor- 
ture show colled 'Vldeodrome'. As 
usual Cronenberg Indulges his raste 
for bizorre. body-worping Imoges. 
videocassertes ore thrust inside gop- 
tng stomachs, o hand turns into a 
fleshy gun etc. Great Rick Baker ef- 
fects. but you'll need to be o fon of 
The director ro moke sense of (or ol- 
lowonces fori) the confusing second 
holt of the picture. Some fooroge of 
Debbie Horry burning herself with a Ur 
ciggie wos removed from the originol 
rental releose. but S&M fans will be 
glad 10 hear it hos been fully restored 
for sell ihroughi 
CIC Video, 69.99 
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cruits 


A victim of telekinetic terror 


with in Ihv original film. However, ad- 
vance reports suggest that they have done 
a sterling job, particularly in n climatic se- 
quence where one unlucky' character im- 
plodes under the force of a multiple Scan- 
ner attack, (lore blimey, whatever next? 


sequel to Cronei 


This sequel is stomacn-churning 


Richard Marshall 
proviaws soma movia 
mayhem that will blow 
your mind! 


telepathic nightmare 


ps>'chic volcano and tear you apart, brain 
ceil hv screaming brain cell... 


pregn.int mothers were given a brain-ex- 
panding drug by misguided medico Pa- 
trick .Mednohan. In David Cronenberg's 
explosive 1982 horror hit of the .same 
name, they attempted to use their awe- 
some powers to take o\‘er the world, but 
were thwarted by good Scanner Cameron 
Vale (Stephen Lack), who triumphed over 
bis ex’il telepathic brother (Michael Iron- 
side) in a gri.sly. eyeball-popping battle of 
(he minds. 

SCANNERS 2 - THE 
NEW ORDER (coming 


The eyes have it 
Cameron Vale (and thus possesses the 
same head-shattering powers). A trip to 
the city brings Ketchum's awesome abili- 
ties to the surface, and to the attention of 
police commander Wayne Forrester (Yvan 
Ponton) and Dr .Morse (Tom Butler). This 
evil duo has c.stablishcd 
a police order 
' made up of 


highly-addictivc drug that brings mental 
peace hut also has the unfortunate side 
effect of turning them into murderous 
zombies... 

David Cronenberg was too busy prepar- 
ing his long-awaited screen version of 
William Burrough's THE NAKED LVNCM 
to become involved with this one. Instead 
he left the directing chores to newcomer 
Christian Duguay. an accomplished com- 
mercials director who is particularly profi- 
cient in the use of the Steadicam - so look 
■ fluid camerawork here. 

Duguay says that this will be a very 
different film, visually, from the first: 'I 
going for the “look" of BLADE Rl’N- 
NER and BLACK RiMN.’ he explains, it 
will be my vision, my madness.' Helping 
bring that vision to the screen will be the 
up and coming effects group Shadoworks. 

11 have to go some to heat what 
Chris Walas and Stephen Dupois came up 









As with lost month's Outer Limits guide, 

episodes ore iisted o) in their original order 
rother thon the sequence 
the U.S. network eventually 
chose to run them, ond 
b) with the emphosis 
on relevant information 
ond interesting trivio 
rother than simply 
listing endless actors' 
credits printed mony 
times before. 


The Crash 


The Trap 

wr. Anthony Wilson. Jock Turley, dir. 
Sobey Motrin. 

While trying to solvoge moieriols for 
the ship from o giont olorm clock, 
two of their number ore copiuied by 
giant scientists with sound-sensitive 
devices. This Is the episode In which 
Fitzhugh flnolly relents, and pitches In 
to become one of the gong - Jock 
Turley wrote "Hunter's Moon" for Lost 
In Space. 

The Bounty Hunter 

wr. Anthony Wilson, Don Ullmon, dir. 
Horry HorrU. 

This Is the episode which establishes 
thot the giants ore owore of the "little 
people" and woni to hunt them 
down ond capture them. Also estob- 
llshed is thot. like Robinson ond Mojor 
West In the eorllest episodes of Lost 
In Spoce. Steve ond Mork ore 
frequently In disagreement os 
to the correct course of 
oalon. (Steve olwoys 
rums out 10 be right, 
of course, becouse 
Gory Conwoy Is 
the stor of the 
show! This tends to 
moke him Just o 
lltrle Insufferable or 
times.. I 


Episode 

Guide 

by 

Jon Abbott 


The Golden Cage 

wr. Anthony Wilson. Jock Turley, dit. 
Sobey Mortln. 

Steve ond Mork foil out when the 
giants ploce o beouriful girl in o gloss 
bottle to trap and study her rescuers 


Framed 

wr. Mann Rubin, dir, Hotty Harris. 

The Eatrh people witness a murder 
and set out to prove the innocence of 
o hobo who has been set up by the 
real killer, o phorogrophec (SF TV 
regulor Paul Carr), whose connero 
lens they wont to swipe for the ship. 

The Creed 

wr Bob and Esther Mitchell, dir. So- 
bey Mortln. 

A giant doaor (Poul Fix), sympothetic 
to the plight of the 'Tittle people", 
soofflces his freedom In order to help 
Steve opetore on the seriously III. 
Dotty Fix was olso the doctor In the 
second Stoi’ Trek pilot. 


The Lost Ones 

wr. Dob ond Esther Mitchell, dir. Hotty 
HoriTs. 

Mote cosiowoys from on eotllet fllghr. 
this time o party of juvenile delin- 
quents. The story goes that Zalman 
King, os the leoder of the kids, was o 
New York Method aaor who Inadver- 
tently punched Conway's lights out 
twice during fighi scenes. Today. 
Conway produces action pictures ond 
King directs sleozy on films. Funny old 
wofid— 

Manhunt 

wr. J.E. Selby. Stonley Sllvermon, dir. 
Sobey Motrin. 

An escoped convict picks up the Spin- 
drift (the forth irovellers' ship) ond 
stumbles Into quicksand with it. Sus- 
penseful. ond those with a passion 
for the poraphemollo of TV 
SFgeto 


The Flight Plan 

wr. Peter Packer, dir. Horry Harris. 
Pocket wrote rrrony "hostile visitor" 
yams for Lost In Space, ond his only 
contribution to Land Of The Giants 
was - you guessed it - a "hostile 
visitor' story. A giant scientist (Linden 
Chiles) uses "mlnlotuilsotlon pills" to 
shrink down ond goln the tnjst of the 
Eonh people In order to sreol their 
superior scientific secrets. Linden 
Chiles, a TV SF regulor. ployed Tony's 
dod in The Time Tunnel ond Dovid 
Vincent's brother In The Invadeis. 

Underground 

wr. Anthony Wilson. Ellis St. Joseph, 
dir. Sobey Motrin 

Firzhugh’s crlmlnol post comes In 
useful when the little people old a 
giont scientist who works for on un- 
derground group opposing 
the despotic Supreme Coun- 
cil thot tuns the iond of the 

^ SF. 


wr. Anthony Wilson, dir, Irwin Allen. 
As the pilot, this episode not only sets 
the scene for the series but has to sell 
the show to both network and oudi- 
ence. Consequently Allen pulls out oil 
the stops, with endless effects scenes 
and exciting confrontations with perils 
of oil description. The whole episode 
hos on almost dreomllke quolity, 
porilculorly In the lob sequence 


The Weird World 


wr. Anrhony Wilson. Ellis St. Joseph, 
dir. Hany Hotrls. 

Glenn Corbett, who olso played a 
morooned costowoy in "Metamor- 
phosis' fat 5ror Trek, ploys long-lost 
astronaut Major Kogon. sole sunrivor 
of a previous space-flight thot went 
missing. Like Dr. Smith In Allen's Lost 
In Space, Fitzhugh began the series 
as a wicked orch-vllloin before be- 
coming a loveable rogue, a graduol 
change somewhat obscured by ADCs 
episode-juggling. Here he's still 
cluiching his suitcase full of stolen cosh 
and doing dosrordly deeds to betroy 
the others. Ellis St. Joseph, like Wilson. 
Is another unsung hero of ‘60's TV SF. 
having scripted The Sixth Flngeri for 
The Outer Umlls 
ond the Peorl 
Harbour epi- 
sode of 
The Time 
Tun- 
nel. 



The regulars gather outside 'The Spirtdrift' 


Gary Cottway 


Double Cross 

Dob ond Esrhet Mitchell, dir. Horry 
HORU. 

gets o bump on the heod 
reverts to his old ways, helpirtg 
two unsavoury choioaers steal a ruby 
bom 0 locol museum. 

On fl Clear Night 
You Con See The 
Earth 

Anthony Wilson. Sheldon Stoih. 
Sobey Mortin. 


sode "who Mourns For Adonols?' ond 
the rotry horror films iJen ond Wllard. 

Brainwash 

wt. Wllllom Welch, dir. Horry Harris. 
One of Wllllom Welch's once-ihrough* 
the-typewriter "runarounds", with 
glonts (Warren Stevens and leonord 
Stone) using obondoned equipment 
belonging to previous Coith visitors to 
lure rhe loiest ortlvols Into o rrop. 

Terror-go-Raund 

wt. Charles Dennett, dir. Sobey Mai- 
tin. 



’This relationship will never work out’ 


> d essentlolly o le-make of Doeior 
Cytlopi the old 1940 D-movie thoi 
"ovtded more than o llnie inspiration 
the visual look of the show. 
Michoel Ansoro, who hos oppeored 
Sror Trek The Cure/ Umia. ond 
every Irwin Allen SF show, sometimes 
~3'e ihon once, ploys the evil 
■Aitnoh. who hos Invented goggles 
— >ei him see In the dork. 


Ghost Town 

-• Anthony Wilson, Gilbert Rolston, 
:m Welch, dir. Nothon Juron. 

^ soneful little girl menoces the spoce 
’.•eVers In o model town bulli by 
eccentric grond-forher. Gilbert 
•on olso wrote the Sror Trek epl- 


Thls rather slow episode concerns the 
efforts of the group to free Oorty and 
ntzhugh from rhe clutches of circus 
gypsies Chorles Oennerr wrote the 
scripts for most of Inrrin Allen's pre-TV 
feature films. Including The Lest World 
and Voyoge/Seo, olso contributing 
extensively to the Voyage TV series 

Sabotage 

wr. Dob and Esther Mitchell, dir. Horry 
Horris. 

Steve. Mark, and Don domlnore this 
episode, in which ort unscrupulous 
public offtclol tiles to discredit o poll- 
ilclon with benevolent Intentions 
toword the little people by blaming 
on oa of sobotoge on them. Robert 



Colbert, the noble Klenrist of TTie 
Time Tunnel, mokes o splendid vllloln 


Genius fit Work 

wr Dob and Esther Mitchell, dir. So- 
bey Mortin. 

little "Ronny ' Howord, of schmoirzy 
Moppy Ooys fome. was barely out of 
the crib when he was on TV in "Wolk- 
ing Oisronce ". one of the most fo- 
mous ond memoroble episodes of 
The Twilight Zone. As o teenager, he 
was storting in George Lucos' rsosiol- 
gio clossic Amerfcon Qroflrtl. Todoy. 
he's o director himself, making Kh- 
molrzy fontasy films like Splash and 
Cocoon. Here, he guests os o boy 
genius who has formuloted o food 
substance that con grow the little 
people to the some size os the 
glonts. Naiurolly Firzhugh con't won 
to try It oi.rr. ond monages to get 
himself ortested ofier stealing o oimi- 
nol's dothes. 

Deadly Lodestone 

wr. Wllllom Stuort. dir, Hotty Horris. 
Don Is dismoyed to discover thoi a 
new detection device of rhe glonts is, 
by o stronge twist of fate, tuned to o 


type of meiol used for o pin in his 
leg. This episode Introduces exem- 
plory choroctet ocror Kevin Hogen os 
recurring odversory Inspector Kobick. 

The Night Of 
Thrombeldinbar 

wr. Dob and Esrher Mitchell, dir. So- 
bey Martin. 

Fitzhugh Is mistaken os o gift-giving 
elf of giant mythology, by two un- 
hoppy little orphan boys, and glee- 
fully goes o>or>g with the gog to light 
up their lives.. Vllloln of the piece Is 
TV regular Alfred Ryder, who mode 
mony oppeorances in Voyoge but Is 
best known os Or Ooter in Sror Treks 
"The Mon Trop" ond Mr. Nexus In rhe 
superior Invaders episode "Vlkor". 
There's o greoi horrfRc twist to this 
mogleal fonrosy yotn. 


Seven Little Indians 

wr. Dob ond Wondo Duncon. dir. 
Horry Horris. 

If you think the new Star Treks Wesley 
Is Iftirorlng. stoy well deor of Srefon 
Amgrim's dumbbell Dorry Lockridge. 
who thankfully spends most of his 
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Ths Unsuspsctcd 

wT. Bob and Esrher Mltch«ll. dir. harry 
Morris. 

Ar> eplsod« simllor lo "Th» Spac» 
Creorure ’ for Lou In Spoce (ond It 
was on old chesrnur rhen). lirtle 
peopio ore terrorised by a string of 
mysterious disoppeoronces omong 
their number, as they vonish one by 
one .. 

fl Place Called 
Earth 

wr. 'Vllllom Welch, dir. Harmon Jones. 
Time-rrovelllng criminols from Eorrh's 
future orrive on rhe glonts’ world to 
use It 05 o beach heod for rheir plons 
ro conguer rhe Eorth during Its post, 
(by re-populoring n with subsenrient 
dullords). Wiping our everybody else, 
rhe rime irovellers hope to return to 
their present to find that the tOO 
hand-piched dumbbells who hove 
survived virill hove bred into on eosily 
monlpulated sodery of dupes (there 
ore rumours they Chech out England 
fltsti). It's o greor ideo. but ultimately 
just one of Welch’s typlcol ond enjoy- 
oble 0-fllm style juvey foniosles. 

The Deadly Pawn 

wr. Anhur Weiss, dk. Nothon Juron. 
Korher silly and desperore episode, 
svtrh the little people being used os 
live chess pieces on o lerhol chess 
boord. Just oboui holds the Interest, 
but there doesn't seem to be ony 
portlculoriy good reason for what's 
hoppening... Invln Allen veteran John 
Zorembo. a pulp 5F srolwort. looks 0$ 
mysrified os rhe oudience, Nothon 
Juron does whot he con 

Land Of The Lost 

wr William Welch, dir. Sobey Morhn. 
horher bonol tale, wKh rhe Earth trav- 
ellers journeying by bolloon to o 
despotic. Isolated society run by a 
brutol tyront (fomillor TV foce Ne- 
hemioh Persoff, from Time Tunneli 


Collector's Item 


recomes 0 


"Secret Weapon" etc.). Uninspired 
ilme-klller with o couple of nice 


Every Dog Meeds fl 
Boy 

wr, Jerry Thomos, dk. Horry Morris 
This is the second of the Barry ond 
Chipper yoms; this time the dog 


rime In the bockgtound In this story, 
the first of two Involving Bony ond his 
dog Chipper, rhe dog is captured ond 
pur on disploy ot a zoo. ond Barry 
sets off to rescue his per. . 


Target: Earth 

wr. Arthur Weiss, dir Sobey Martin. 

In onorher dispute between Steve 
ond Mode, rhe possengers spilt from 
the crew to do o deol with glonr 
sdenrists and offer rheir knowledge 
for 0 flight bock ro Eorth. Guest sror- 
ring Is Anhur Eronz, pIpe-suckIng sci- 
entist of the legenMry /nvoders from 
Mon. ond Dee Hotted, who op- 
peored in three episodes of Losr fn 
Spoce. twice os android Vetdo. 


Rescue 

wr. Bob ond Esther Mitchell, dir. Hony 
Morris. 

Stroightforword rescue dtamo os rhe 
little people help ortxious parents 
rescue their kids from a disused well 
while Kobick's S.I.D. men lurk 
nearby.. Lee Meriwether of Time 
Tunnel or\d ’bO’s flormon movie tome 
is the worried rttum.. 


Rlchord Anderson, best known ro 
genre buffs as one of rhe crew In 
Forbidden Plenei and boss of the 
bionic super-heroes of rhe '70's. ploys 
0 reponer covering the gruesome 
execution of o young mon who the 
lirtle people know Is innocent of 
murder, while raiding o form for 
groin, the/ve overheord rhe nervous 
conversorion between the two hicks 
who did do It. 


Shell Game 

wt. Bob ond Esrher Mkchell, Willlom 
Welch, dir. Horry Morris. 

Coptured by o fishermon’s family, the 
lirtle people boner for rheir freedom 
by offering to moke o heoring old for 
rhe couple's young son, vrho has 
found rheir spoceship. 

Return Of Inidu 

wr. Bob ond Esrher Mitchell, dir. So- 
bey Morrin. 

The little people stumble Into o 
hounied house while shelrering from 
o storm ond encounter on elderly Illu- 
sionist able to perform improbable 


The Chase 

wr, Willlom Welch. Arthur Weiss, dir 
Sobey Momn. 

Adequore but close-to-dull episode 
with rhe little people forced to assist 
Kobick in trocking down elusive 
counterfeiters threotening the glonis' 
world's economy. Kobick lokes three 
of the Eonh party hostage, but natu- 
rally he hos no Intention ol turning 
rhem loose, whoieverrhe outcome.. 


Second Season 
The Inside Rail 

wr. Rlchord Shopko. dir Horry Morris. 
Fkzhugh befriends o hobo in order to 
ploy rhe horses ot o local hotserrock. 
and couses the coprure of o number 
of the group. There's o nice scene 
where the little people clobber one 
of thek guords wrirh o horseshoe.. I 

Chamber Of Fear 

wr. Arthur Weiss, dir Sobey Morrin. 
Steve ond Don ore menoced by o 
glam dog while trying to rescue 
FItzhugh, and Volerie and Mork get 
spooked In o wox rrtuseum when rhe 
little people become involved with 
two Jewel rhieves. 

The Mechanical 
Man 

Willlom Stuort. dk, Horry Harris. 
Misfired ottempt ro do a 
Frankenstein foble. with mod 
scientist Broderick Crawford ond 
stooge Sruori Margolin ('Angel' 
in The Rookford Files) using the 
lirtle people to ossist him in cor- 
recting foults In his super-strong 


Giants And All That 
jazz 

wr. Rlchord Shopko. dir. Horry Mortis. 
Former boxer Sugor Ray Robinson 
guesr stars os on omoteur trumpeter 
down on his luck until Don. olso o 
ployer. Introduces the giont world to 
rhe mute ond opens up the wonder- 
ful world ol Jazz ro Robinson and hIs 
unscnjpulous promoters. 

Six Hours To Live 

wr. Don UHmon. dir. Sobey Mortln. 





■oiher loollihly gets Info o fight with 
1* oversized counterpan and Borty 
niks Oil to gel the little tyke to o vet’s 
v^rgery. Bob Shoyne 

The Clones 

wf Ollvei Crowfotd. Bob ond Esthet 
owcheil. dif Noition Juron. 

Swpenor episode, with mod scientist 
Dt Amo (Williom Schellen) creating 
nones of the little people which, due 
•o o flow In the process, ore oggres- 
irvc ond rotolly convlrsced that they 
ore the otlglnols. The special effects 
ore consequently even more compll- 
coted thon usuol with two sets of 
everybody running obout. ond the 
actors’ doubles ore used imoglno- 

Comeback 

wi fUchoid Shopifo. dir Hotty Hotrls. 
Veteron B-movIe horror srot iohn 
Corrodlne sends up his genre os fad- 
ing has-been Egor Ciull. who offers 
the lirtie people he has copiured to o 
^loch movie outfit os ’'special ef- 
fects" in exchonge for a starring role. 

Nightmare (aka 
The Delta Effect) 

virr William Welch dir Narhon Jtiron 


A device built by a friendly giant sci- 
entist lo take the Eatrh peaple home 
nodveitenriy turns them invisible In- 
stead. ond throws in hallucinations 
tor good nseosure Juron exploits the 
nighiimorish dream sequences to the 
porrleulofty in the scenes in vrhich 
me little people ore tn the dry. oil 
eootirtg shadows ond neon lights.. 

Home Sweet Home 
(aka Return) 

-I Wiliiom Welch, dir, Horry Morris. 
Another Welch filler which spends on 
extras whor It saves on opticols ond 
props (There ate hotdiy any scenes 
-vtth the giants in this episode) 
frtzhugh stumbles onto the space- 
ship of the two treacherous time-trov- 
eilM from A Place Colled Eotrh’’ and 
'• ond Steve Inodvenently take off In 
reluming lo the Earth nearly o 
hundred years into the post. 

Our Man O'Reilly 

wr Jackson Olllls. dir Sobey Martin. 
>ockson Gillls Is best known in TV 
cwcles for writing Perry Mason ond 
Coitjmbo mysteries, but when he 
wrote for the fantasy genre (he 
•ended to write from o foliytole per- 
spective rother than scl-fl. Here Alan 
“pie oiGHhgon’s Istond notoriety) Is a 
: onr Inshnnon (so they have Ireland 
~ ' the giant’s world too?) mistaking 
Eoith people for leprechauns. 

Panic (aka No Es- 
cape) 

Bob ond Wondo Dunco, dir. So- 
bey Martin. 

X ruthless SID mon sets hts sights on o 
;enoi old inventor who hos invented 

- •eleponer mochine thoi may be 
toie to take the potty bock to Eotih 

Pay The Piper 

Aichoid Shopho. dir Horry Harris, 
rigenious idea hos the Pied Piper of 
egend reveoled to be on integoloc- 

- ifovelier who stopped oft on Eoith 
nd Homelin of rats (and kids) ond 

' - now arrived to clean up the 
; ants world of verminous tittle 
people Jonathon Horris. Doctor Smith 
* lost Jn jpoce is well cost os the 


The Secret City Of 
Umbo 

wr. Bob ond Esther Mitchell, dir So- 
bey Mortin. 

Mork. FIrzhugh and Volerie stumble 
onto on advonced secret dvIHsotlon 
hidden underground on the gionts 
world, thteotened with discovery by 
on archaeological dig. A tolky epi- 
sode with some careless writing, but 
groced with o splendid set for the 
underground dry 

Doomsday 

wr Dan Ullman. dir. Horry Homs 
The Earth people stumble onto a 
murderous terrorist plot to set off 
bombs In the gloni city Ftoncine York, 
ploying the female teironst. wos the 
omozan queen in The Colonists ' for 
Lost In Space Another. Chorles Di- 
etkop, was the villain’s stooge in 
Allen’s unsold pUot film City Beneath 


The Sea. Silly "epilogue ' hos the crew 
chuckling over the presence of a cure 
giant monkey which, hod It decided 
to be ployful. could hove destroyed 
or exposed rheir compslte' 

Wild Journey 

wt William Welch, dir Harry Hotrls. 

I wos running oround with o ray-gun 
on the Fox lor Bruce Dem told a Jour- 
nalist In the ’70’s, "when I got a coll 
horn Jock Nicholson...’’ The coll wos 
for him to co-star in Nicholson’s movie 
Drive, He Said. A film thoi mode Dem 
Q major star of the I970’s. In fact, he 
wos running around with a "Spoce- 
TMie Mampulotor’', ond Dern’s Indif- 
ference and disdain toward this por- 
ticuloc acting assignment (he was 
also in the legendary Ourer Limits 
episode "The ZontI Misfits") Is entirely 
justified 


The Deadly Dark 
(uku The Retuli- 
utor) 

Wf William SfuQtf. dlt. Hatty Homs. 
Mark Is framed for the murder of on 
SID inspeaor. 


Graveyard Of Fools 

wr. Sidney Morshotl. dir. Sobey Mor- 

Gionr sclenrisrs send rhe little people 
os guinea pigs lo report on on un- 
charted oreo of the gionts’ world from 
'Adtich no explorers hove returned.. 
An okay tlme-klllet. but It’s not diffi- 
cult to see why the network originolly 
decided to air this one lost. It hos 
precious little lo do with gionts. and 
ambles along with very little purpose 
and moking very lirrie sense. 


fl Small War 

wr Anthony Wilson. Shlrl Hendryx, dir. 
Harry Haris 

The Earth people come under siege 
from a youisg boy’s mechonkol toy 
army when he mistakes them for a 
rival ploymore’s oiiock force (oh 
yeah, right.. .1} The llnie boy is far too 
old lo not be able to tell rhe dlffei- 
ence between toy soldiers and tiny 
humans, ond at this late dote In the 
series should surely be owore of the 
existence of the "little people ” The 
constani onocks by planes, tanks and 
toy soldiers get quite tedious ofier o 
while. In no way helped by Hatty 
Harris’ boring, repeiittve direction 


The Marionettes 


Wf. William Welch, dii Sobey Monin 
When on elderly puppeteer inures 
himself soving Volerie from rhe 
dutches of o glam gorUlo (yes, Janos 
Prohasko ogam) in his ravelling cot- 
nivol, the little people repay his kind- 
ness by posing os his puppets until he 
recovers Music, costumes, ond 
moke-up oppeor out of nowhere, 
ond no-one rhinks to ask how this 
truly omozlng ventriloquist can moke 
two puppets sing at once! 
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Science Fiction, Fantasy, Horror 
and Comic Book Shop 


Open 7 Days A Week 
Sunday 11.00am-8.00pm 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-9.00pm 

Mail Order & Wholesale 


34 






From CfIPTflIN BRITAIN to those inescapable NINJA 
TURTLES. Alan McKenzie iooks at the iatest from the 
wonderful world of comics. 


I'nlike any of its other atnerican counter- 
arts. Marvel Comics has its own. reasona- 
bly autonomous UK operation. 1 say rea- 
sonably autonomous because the parent 
company jealously guards its characters 
from all use and misuse, and only occasion- 
ally grudgingly allows us country cousins 
to see how the British arm handles the 
creative side. 

Even Captain Britain, a character cre- 
ated. it is alleged, by Stan Lee solely for the 
British market seems out of bounds since 
his forcible induction into the American 
team Excalibur by X-honcho Chris Clare- 
mont. It came as some surprise when Mar- 
wl UK announced a new series featuring 
Captain Britain. Knights of Pendragon was 
the result and it's Marvel’s fourth stab at 
selling the Captain to an uncaring British 
reader. It is perhaps for all those reasons 
that Captain Britain himself appears to take 
a back seat to Welsh copper Dai Thomas 
and the strangely U.N.I.T. - like organisa- 
tion W.H.O. as they all weave their way 
through an ambitious ecology-meets- 
Camelot fantasy adventure. 

After five issues, the comic has pre- 
sented a consistently slick package around 
a solid, somehow fn^/fs/j-style story writ- 
ten by John Tomlinson and Dan Abnett. il- 
lu.strated with American-Marvel approved 
artwork. The result reads less flamboyantly 
than its average American sibling. The 
covers, by foremost Captain Britain artist 
Alan Davis are stunning. The interior art- 
work. by Gary Erskine and Andy Lanning. 
lacks a little character, surprising consider- 
ing how distinctive each is on his own. A 
worthy effort and deserving of support, 


WEIRD TALES 

Another worthy and 
noble effort is the Glad- 
stone series of reprints of 
the legendary E.C. Comics, 
the horror range that was 
all the rage in the Fifties. 
Each $2.00 comic con- 
tains sixty-four pages of 
superlative fantasy comic 
material, packaging two 
of the original E.C. Com- 
ics into one book. There 
are currently three re- 
print titles which Glad- 
stone promise will show- 
case the entire E.C. 





ICcaN'T LOSE TMtS POSITION 

HERE AT SURQEON'S SCHOOL. . < 

I'VE eOT TO HOLD ONTO IT AT 
ALL COSTS r I--I‘LL SET BODIES. 
FOR MY CLASSES... NO MATTER J 
. WHAT J HAVE TO 00 TO SET X 


HORROR SPECIAL 

Still on sale as you read this, the Re- 
t'oh'er Horror Special brought to you by 
the same folks that gave you 2000 AD. the 
RHS showcases some of the best new talent 
(and a couple of old-timers) on offer in the 
British comicbook marketplace. With a 
dozen stories there are just too many per- 
sonnel involved to list, but the following 
need to be namechecked: Garth Ennis, the 
Fleece Bros, Neil Caiman. John Bolton. 
Mark Millar, Igor Goldkind, Si Spencer 
(twice) and Will Simpson. 

On the subject of nepotism, I feel duty- 
bound to mention how good 2000 AD 
Weekly has been looking since the facelift 
of Frog 700. Judge Dredd is still busy clean- 


time. despite their slightly gung-ho hero- 
ics. Especially worth seeking out are the 
Kanigher/Kubert Enemy .Ace reprints 
which tell bleak stories of misplaced chiv- 
alry in the skies of WWl. 

I must also give mention 
to Sergio Aragones' superb 
barbarian spoof. 
Croc the 
.jr - Wanderer. The 
l3St issue I read 
(69. September) 
had the inordi- 
nately stupid 
Groo engaged 


as a sailor by an unMi--<pecting ship owner 
in a race for a large cargo contract. In a 
rare flash of insight Groo conceives a 
stupendous. FUzcarraldo-sty\t manoeuvre 
in which he points out that it would be 
quicker for the ship to go ocer a peninsula 
instead of around it. with predictably cata- 
strophic results. -■ 


SUEWSTdlWS' 


range. Weird Science is reprinting the two 
E.C, science fiction comics, Weird Science 
and Weird Fantasy. Tales from the Crypt 
covers the original Tales from the Crypt 
and Crimesuspense Stories. Vault of Horror 
will give us the entire run of the original 
Vault of Horror and Haunt of Fear. For a 
good sampling of what all the fuss was 
about back in those Rock 'n' Roll years, 
these series are your best bet. 

Also highly recommended is DC Com- 
ics’ occasional Sgt Rock series, chiefly writ- 
ten by veteran DC editor Bob Kanigher 
during the Sixties and illustrated with 
panache by Joe Kubert or Russ Heath. 
These excellent battle tales stand the test of 


‘^YOU WiSHSO M£AU¥e^$M> I 
AH AU¥i...m\a X'vc BECN 
atBALna AUtCAorf z have mo 

, BLOOOf MV VEINS AMO AMrEMCS 
HE FILLED WITH FOmAlDBUttf. 





ing up after the “Necropo- 
lis" storyline in which 80% 
of Mega-City One was 
devastated. Judge An- 
derson is busy on the 
far side of the Iron Cur- 
tain furthering the cause 
of Glasnost in a Mega- 
City One/Soviet mis- 
sion to uncover an age- 
old psychic menace. 
Fabulous artwork by 
the ever-reliable Arthur 
Renson. The laffs are 


supplied in abundance 
by two new stories. 
“Time Flies" by 
Garth Ennis and | 
Philip Bond and 
Hewligan's Haircut" 
by Pete Milligan and 
Jamie Hewlett. 


.eerrsf?! 


TURTLE RECALL 

Finally, it seems an opportune lime to 
look at Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, with 
the blockbuster movie lumbering into view 
on the cinematic horizon. Created amid the 
comic shop boom of the mid-Eighties. 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles was origi- 
nally conceived as a parody of Marvel’s A'- 
Men and Daredevil series of the same pe- 
riod. Launched at 3000 copies and quickly 
reprinted several times as demand 
mounted. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
made publishing look easy and suddenly 
everyone was reprinting low-distribution, 
black-and-white comics in pursuit of the 
fast -buck. The titles grew sillier as fledgling 
publishers tried to capture Eastman and 
Laird's secret formula, the most obvious of 
which was Adolescent Radioactive Black- 
Belt Hamsters. All pretty ghastly, really. 

Teenage Mulant Ninja Turtles wasn’t an 
especially good comic but it did have the 
good fortune to be turned into a 


the large Saturday Morning slot on Ameri- 
van TV’. In the translation to the small 
screen, the title was changed to Teenage 
Mutant Hero Turtles. This presumably to 
prevent the characters exerting some kind 
of hiedous mind control on the nation's 
youth and turning them all into the kind of 
rampaging “kung-fu expert" of which our 
tabloid newspapers are so fond. 

From here it was spotted by the sharp 
marketing man whose name escapes me 
and parlayed into a multi-million dollar 



licensing and movie property. And Eastman 
and Laird were able to take an early retire- 
ment. While the original comics, all of 
which are pretty valuable now. had a cer- 
tain charm, the current run of Turtle 
comics have the look of homogenised, tv- 
tie-in comics more normally associated 
with British Marvel. That the comic is 
published by owners of 2000 .AD might 
come therefore as something of a surprise. 
However. Turtles was last reported as sell- 
ing a massive 700.000 per fortnight and 
rising! And with the hugely successful 
movie still to sweep across the country, you 
can be sure we haven’t seen the last of 
Turtle-mania. Will it last as long as last 
year’s Bat-mania? I think it will. • 
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TO 

RECEIVE 

P^HIS FROaLOUSLY X 
^ HORRIFIC VIDEO TflPE^ 
ABSOLUTELY FREE WHEN 
YOU SUBSCRIBE 


SUBSCRIBE, 
TODAY 


BEFORE ir: 

TOO LATE! 


Exclusive interview with 
Dario Argento (Tenebrae, 
Susperia, Creepers & 
Two Evil Eyes) 
and Steve Johnson - 
special effects wizard 
from XFX (Nightmare on 
Elm Street 4 and Night 
of the Demon.) 


==: 


Behind the scenes with 
Brian Yuzna (Re- 
Animator and preview 
of Bride of Re- 
Animator) 
plus showcase of 
female vampires with 
Ingrid Pitt (House That 
Dripped Blood) Anulka 
(Vampyres, Daughters 
of Dracula) and Grace 
Jones in Vamp. 

AND MOREl 

STEPHEN KING’S “This is Horror” Nol from 




Have THE DARK SIDE delivered directly to your cave, castle or crypt - it’s so convenient. 
Guarantee that you receive a copy of THE DARK SIDE every month - you won’t have to 
worry about missing an issue or experience the horrors of your newsagent selling out! 

If for any weird reason you don’t like or are too terrified by THE DARK SIDE, you can cancel 
your subscription and we will refund you for the unmailed issues. 

Sorry. Videotape available to over 18 yr olds only. 




Please send me 12 issues of THE DARK SIDE {+ my free Video tape) 

I enclose my cheque/money order for £ made payable to MCPC LTD or debit 

my ACCESSA/ISA card No Expiry Date 

Title MR/MRS/MISS/MS Address 


Postcode Signed 


.Date 


SEND COMPLETED COUPON TO: MSM SUBS DEPT. LAZAHOLD LTD. P.O. BOX 10, 
ROPER STREET. PALLION IND. ESTATE. SUNDERLAND SR4 6SN. 

Or telephone on 091510 2290 XDS 1290 


The first issue of a new subscription 
be delivered will be one or two issue 
after the one you placed your order i 



R ichardson didn't see the girl in the red dress until it was 
too late. Until she was mashed against the front bumper 
of his BMW and tossed high in the air like a rag doll. His 
foot instinctively hit the brake pedal and he held it there 
as the tyres screeched, clawed, and smoked, smearing 
the surface of the small country road. He surged forward against his 
seat.belt. then slumped back again as the car slewed to a hall. 

He sat for a moment in the night silence, listening to his heart 
thumping. How fast had he been going? At least 60. But why not? 
It was the middle of the night, for god's sake. There was no other 
IrafHc on the road. The girl had come out of nowhere. It was almost 
as if she had jumped right into the path of his car on purpose - a 
suicide. But who would believe that? Suddenly the panic hit him 
like a sledgehammer. How much had he had to drink at Clarissa's 
party? 

He could smell the drink on his own breath, mingled with the 
sweat of fear. The bile rose in his throat, as the nightmare scenario 
unfolded in his imagination. Three minutes ago he had been a 
successful stockbroker, returning home to London from a lavish 
house party in Sussex. Now he was a reckless drink-driver, a 
creature to be despised. He saw himself standing in court, his head 
bowed as the judge pronounced a sentence that would destroy his 
life as surely as he had wiped out the fragile existence of the girl in 
the red dress. 

The girl! He frantically fished in the glove compartment for a 
torch, then opened the car door and stepped out onto the lonely 
road. His Rolex told him it was two-thirty in the morning. There 
were no lights on the horizon. He spread the bright beam of the 
torch across the front of his car. taking in the mangled bumper, and 


the bloody indentation in the bonnet caused by the girl's impacting 
head and upper body. That would cost him something to repair! 

.Moving down the road he swept the torch in wide arcs. There 
were empty fields on the right, an embankment bordered by high 
hedgerows on the left. A tattered sign pointing across the Helds said 
‘U'hitewood Sanitorium.' A flash of red caught his eye. The pale 
yellow beam picked out a Hgure sitting upright in the Held, head 
lolling sideways at an impossible angle. Richardson gagged, the 
torch beam swaying as he put his other hand to his mouth and bit 
hard on the clenched knuckle. He didn't have to go any further to 
know she was dead. A slight breeze ruffled the corpse's long blonde 
hair. Her face was gone, or invisible under a mask of biood. 

He snapped off the torch, stumbling backwards toward the safety 
of his car. His mind was in total confusion, struggling to blot out 
the events of the last Hve minutes. If he had only taken another 
road. And what was the girl doing out on a road like this in the 
middle of the night anyway? ‘1 had no chance to stop, officer. She 
came out of nowhere...' ‘How fast were you travelling, sir? Would 
you mind breathing into this bag. please. I'm afraid I am going to 
have to ask you to come to the station for a few tests...' 

He reached the vehicle and leaned against it as he collected his 
thoughts. It didn't take him long to make a decision. The girl was 
dead, and he had to get away, get far away. He knew somebody who 
could get the car repaired quickly, no questions asked if the price 
was right. Then there would be nothing to connect him with the 
incident. .Moving swiftly now he had a purpose, he unlocked the 
boot, removed the bottle of water he kept to fill the radiator and 
emptied it over the bloody dent in the bonnet. Closing the boot 
again he surveyed his handiwork with the torch, then sank grate- 
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fully into the soft leather driver's seat, closed the door and gunned 
the engine, which purred to life instantly as if nothing at all had 
happened. 

The dead thing in the field didn't look up as he went by. and as 
the miles passed its memory faded. Richardson pressed a button on 
the stereo and his world was filled with the soothing mellow tones 
of Nat King Cole singing ‘.Misty*. He reflected on his luck that 
neither of the headlights had been damaged by the impact. But he 
was still twenty miles or so from the safety of his mews garage, and 
if a police car spotted his vehicle in this condition, they would be 
almost certain to stop him and ask questions. 

The miles crawled slowly by as countryside gave way to dual 
carriageways lit in ghastly yellow neon. He kept within the speed 
limit while other cars passed him by. their bored passengers giving 
cursor>' glances at the B.MWs crumpled bonnet. He hoped grimly 
that they didn’t have a good memory for number plates, or the pale 
face at the windscreen. At one nerve-wrecking point he sported a 
flashing blue light behind him. The police car grew quickly in the 
rear mirror until it hurtled past like a screaming banshee and was 
gone into the night. In pursuit of some speeder, he reflected, or 
perhaps like him they were just in a hurry to get home. 


The tape ran out and the radio came on. with a sleepy broad- 
caster playing bland selections from the BBC archives. The streets 
of London were deserted save for a few drunks and dossers, and it 
wasn't long before he turned into the small cobbled road leading to 
his mews garage. He activated the remote control for the door and 
drove in. immediately closing it behind him. He put the handbrake 
on and was just about to turn off the car engine when the voice on 
the radio cut through his feelings of relief. 

•police in the Sussex and Surrey areas are looking for a psycho- 
pathic killer who escaped from the top security Whitemore .Mental 
Institution tonight after killing a guard and two patients. Eugene 
Edwards, whose victims are usually blonde-haired, is described as 
extremely dangerous and should not be approached under any 
circumstances.' 

Whitewood Sanitorium! That was what the sign had said back 
there. Uliat did this mean? .Maybe an explanation as to why the girl 
had run blindly out in front of him. Pehaps she had been running 
from this man Edwards? But he hadn't seen anybody. Confused, he 
ran one hand through his short blonde hair - just as the butcher 
knife came through the back of the driver's seat and spilled his guts 
all over the comfortable leather upholstery. 
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NICE AND GROOVY 


Step into the world of Rage, 
a magazine that's more 
nutritious than Pedigree 
Chum! A veritable legend in 
its lifetime, Rage delves 
deep into the tortured 
psyches of the giants of pop 

to bring you exclusive BL. 
interviews. Every fortnight 
brings you hot competitions 
that you can’t sniff at, 
Happening news, the 
barking mad ligger and 
friend of the stars, columnist 
Terry Scrivner. All the latest 
news and reviews from the 
heady worlds of dance, rock 
and rap as well as the 
wondrous, glitzy world of 
film. All this and more for 
65 pence. 

Get your newsagent to L,, 
reserve a copy of the only ' 

magazine that bites . . . and ' • 
it doesn't need a dog * 


in', 


this imaziiR BITES 




ARNIE'S DACK! 

Arnold Schworzenneger wasn’t 
just making idle threots in The 
Terminotor when he growled 
rhe clossic line, "ril be bock." He 
wil indeed rerum os the star of 
Terminotor 2. though there's no 
word yet on how. given rhe 
condition he wos in oi rhe end of 
the first film. Still, when you're 
deoling with rime travel Just 
obout onything is possible... 




Arnie gets mean in The Termi- 
nator 


SON OF FX 



PREDATOR II 

Schworzenneger won't be re- 
turning for Predator 2 . which is 
on 20lh Century Fox's roster for 
Winter 1991, though extremely 
toll Kevin Peter Holl (who’s 
sweated inside creature suits in 
such films os Alien ond Horry and 
the Hendersons) is reprising his 
role os Ston Winston’s very hos- 
tile sportsman from onother 
ploner. While Predator rook 
ploce in rhe literol jungle. Preda- 
tor 2 - direaed by Stephen 
Hopkins, of A Nightmare on Elm 
Street V - moves to the urbon 
jungle, where the hunter sights 
drug lords in his alien crosshoirs. 
Doesn't this sound a lithe like / 
Come /n Peoce, oko Darit An- 


gel? Out then. Predorot wos 
owfully reminiscent of the low 
budget (ond deservedly ob- 
scure) '»/irhout Warning, so cholk 
it up to whot goes around. 


comes around. The cost Includes 
Donny Glover. Gory Dusey. Mo- 
rio Conchlto Alonso. Dill Paxton 
ond Robert Oovl. 



Remember Austrolion mocho 
mon Dryon Drown in F/X. thot 
ode to rhe Ingenuity of speciol 
effeCTS ortists? Well, he's bock in 
F/X 2, scheduled for summer re- 
leose in rhe Stores. Directed by 
Richard (.Psycho 2) Fronklin ond 
written by Dill Conden, F/X 2 will 
olso feoture Brian (Bestseller) 
Dennehy ond Rochel (Total Re- 
coil) Ticotin. Brown reprises his 
role os effects orfist Rollie Tyler, 
who this time finds himself per- 
suoded to use his tolenrs to help 
trop o killer. Out there’s more to 
the situotion rhon meets rhe eye: 
deceptions ond double-crosses 
ore the order of the doy... No 
word yet on who's going to 
handle rhe reol effects 


ALONO CAME A 
SPIDER 

'Fess up, now.,, were you reolly 
woiting with bored breoth for the 
sequel to Dud Cordos' 1977 
Kingdom of rhe Spiders, sforhng 
Williom Shatner? Just os well. 


FAMIIY BUSINESS 

Chorles Addoms' mocobre cot- 
toons were o stople of The New 
Yorker mogozine in its prime: 
witty, offbeot ond sometimes 
surprisingly gruesome. He wos o 
David Lynch for o gentler time, 
sketching spooky vignettes thot 


since word comes now from for- 
mer GoGo Doy Menochem Go- 
Ion’s 2 1st Century Pictures that 
Kingsom of rhe Spiders II. which 
Shotner wos to both direct ond 
stor in. has been concelled in the 
woke of Arochnopohbio. Not 
thot o glut of movies on the 


depicted o superficiolly conven- 
tionol’ America crawling - some- 
times literoHy - with weirdness. 
His work inspired o television sit- 
com - The Addoms Family - ond 
hos now spowned o movie due 
to Stott shooting in November. 
Directed by Dorry Sonnenfield. 
The Addoms Family will stor 


some topic ever stopped o truly 
dedicoted filmmaker: just look or 
thre recent Abyss. Deepstor Six. 
Leviorhon ond Lords of the Deep 
run on "monsters threaten o 
bunch of people in on underwo- 
ter substotion" piaures. Dut this 
itsy-bitsy spider got squoshed. 


Anjelico Huston (fresh from her 
success os o cackling horpy in 
Nicholos Roeg's The Witches) 
ond Roul Julio os suburbon 
ghouls Morricio ond Gomez 
Addoms. Corolyn Jones ond 
John Asrin originoted the roles 
on television. 
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LUNCH ON 
CRONENDER6 

Oovid Cronenbergs Naked 
Lunch, bosed on rhe novel by 
William S. Durroughs, is sHII mov* 
Ing ahead, with special effects 
supplied by Chris (The Hy). Wol* 
los’ CWI. Burroughs Is living proof 
rhor no matter how creepy you 


ore. if you hong oround long 
enough you too con be on elder 
sroresmon. Junkie, sexuol oui- 
low, Oeoi Idol, libertine ond oil- 
round eccentric - for yeors he 
wos probobiy best known for 
hoving occidentolly moybe-on- 
purpose killed his wife while 
shooting on opple off her heod - 
he's been volourized in recent 


yeors by the rerminolly cool; 
everybody from performance 
orrist Lourle Anderson (who pold 
homage in "Shorkey's Day" and 
"Shofkey s Night") to filmmoker 
Gus Von Zont (who cost him in 
Drugstore Cowboy) wonts o 
piece of Burroughs. Cronenberg 
chorocterises NoJred Lur)eh - 
whose plot defies description - 


os "o very moture, difficult film. 
Burroughs used science fiction 
ond hortor imogety. but his writ- 
ing is very lirerory ond Swlftton; 
the synrox Is loiolly non-llneor. A 
lot of what I’m deoling in rhe 
movie with Is the notion ihot 
writing is dangerous, the idea of 
hoving to live with what you 


THE DARK HALF 

Word Is out that George Romero 
is directing Stephen King’s The 
Dark Half for Orion Pictures. 
Though two much publicised 
Romero/KIng colloborotions 
foundered - The Stand never 
moieriollzed and Per Semotary 
come to the screen with Moiy 
Lombert or the helm - The Dork 
Half Is. for King, o surprisingly 
complex and subtle nightmare, 
drown from his own experience 
writing under the pesudonym 


"Rlchord Boehmon." 

Uke Misery, directed by Rob 
Reiner and due out later this yeor 
from Columbio Pictures - Reiner's 
Stand Dy Me (bosed on the short 
story. ’The Body") wos one of 
the most successful King odopto- 
rions ever - The Dark Half deols 
directly with the relationship 
between rhe writer and his oudi- 
ence. But unlike Misery, in which 
0 successful but frustroted ro- 
mance novelist tries to kill off his 
wildly popular heroine so he con 
go bock to work on his reo/ writ- 
ing. only to find himself rropped 
ond terrorized by his psychotic 
number one fon. The Dork Half 
ploys with rhe ideo that rhe fons 
oren’t the really scary ones out 
there. Its protogonist finds him- 
self hounted by his own alter 
ego, "George Stork", the vicious 
author of o series of brutol crime 
novels who's groduoted to pro- 
ducing brutol crimes. Ghosries 
ond ghoulies are bod enough - 
on omorol killing mochine with o 
rozor and o grudge to settle Is o 
real nighrmore. And finishing up 
rhe King report. It is in produc- 
rton, ond Graveyard Shift due 
for 0 Holloween release from 
Pofomounr. 


Stephen King will go to any lengths to sell his books 


King on the set of PET SEMETARY 


OURTON'S LATEST 

Stan Winston Is olso the special 
effects mover ond shoker behind 
Tim Burton’s new project. Ed- 
ward Scissorhonds. As one 
would expect from the moker of 
Pee Wee's Dig Adventure. Dee- 
tlejuice ond Datman. the story - 
which Burton originoted with 
Corollne Thompson, who wrote 
rhe screenplay - Is o lirrie odd. 
It's on updoring of the Franken- 
stein story, set in suburbia; Ed- 
ward (Johnny Depp) Is rhe crea- 
tion of on eccentric inventor 
(Vincent ’’I’ll never moke onorher 
horror movie" Price) who dies 
before he con put the finishing 
touches on his work, leoving 



Beatlejuiee 



Vincent Price and Tim Burton 


Edward with sheers insteod of 
hands. Elements of Edward Scis- 
sorhonds echo Burton’s earliest 
work; his short film Frank- 
enweenle also updoted Maty 
Shelley’s classic story, recast os 
rhe lole of o boy who brings his 
dog bock from rhe deod. ond 
rhe eerie Vincent - a mood 
piece whose quirky, sophlsri- 
cored look onticipoted Dee- 
tlejuice - feotured Price’s voice- 
over norrofion. Edward Scis- 
sorhonds’ cost olso feotures Di- 
onne Wiest (The Losr Days). 
Winono Ryder, Anthony Michoel 
Holl, Kothy Doker ond Alon Arkin. 
ond the score is by Donny 
Elfmon. 
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The macabre movies of 
Italian director Dario 
f?rgento are surrealistic 
rollercoaster rides into a 
universe of total terror, 
where anything can - and 
usually does - happen. Style 
is everything in firgento's 
blood-stained cinematic 
orlas. His characters are 
eccentric, the plots usually 
indecipherable, but nobody 
can fault his bravaura 
expertise with the camera, 
whether prowling the 
darkened corridors of a 
haunted ballet school (a-ia 
SUSPIRlfi), or climbing high 
in the rafters of an opera 
house (OPERR) as the eyes 
of a sinister Raven. Many of 
Rrgento's images are so 
remarkable that they 
remain indelibly burned Into 
the impressionable minds of 
horror fans: scenes like 
Irene Miracle's eerie descent 
into an 'underwater room' 
at the beginning of 
INFERNO, or Tony Musante 
trapped by the automatic 
doors of an art gallery, a 
bug behind glass, unable to 
prevent the brutal knifing 
of a young woman in BIRD 
WITH THE CRYST6L 
PLUMROE. 

These over-the-top images 
are usually complemented 
by excessive music. In 
SUSPIRIfl, scored at an ear- 
shattering level by 
Rrgento's ovm group, 
Goblin, the soundtrack 
opens with a quiet 'Tubular 
Beils' type melody, then 
explodes into an unholy 
chorus chanting 'Witch!' as 
heroine Jessica Harper 
leaves the sanctuary of an 


Dario Argento directs a scene from 'OPERA 

airport lounge and heads 
into the stormy night. Other 
Rrgento pictures have 
utilised such diverse musical 
talents as Iron Maiden 
(CREEPERS) and Ennio 
Morricone (FOUR FLIES ON 
GREY VELVET), and the 
director has encouraged 
them to pump up the 
volume on their work... 

R former film critic, who 
broke into the movies in the 
late 60s by writing 
screenplays for 'Dollar' 
western specialist Sergio 
Leone, firgento began in 
that uniquely European 
genre that the Italians refer 
to as gialio, or 'yellow' 
films, meaning naturalistic 
horror thrillers in the 
PSYCHO vein. He then 
cracked the supernatural 


horror market in a big way 
with SUSPIRIfl, his most 
popular film to date. It is 
this movie that is primarily 
responsible for the huge 
cult following Rrgento has 
built up over the years. 

In recent times flrgento 
has turned to producing 
horror hits like DEMONS, 
the story of a Berlin cinema 
invaded by bloodiusting 
zombies who come out of 
the screen to attack the 
audience, and the THE 
CHURCH, an occult chiller 
directed by his protege 
Michele Soavi. The latter 
has yet to be seen in this 
country, and the same goes 
for OPERR, Rrgento's most 
offbeat work to date. H« 
also wrote and directed this 
stylish terror tale about a 




psychopath stalking tha cast 
of a Roma production of 
HrCBETH. This pictura 
roveals Rrganto at his 
outrageous bast, particularly 
in tha brutal murder 
sequences: in one scene a 
girl swallows a vital bit of 
evidence, only to have it 
hacked out of her 
aesophagous by the knife- 
weildlng maniac (the 
camera dives in the victim's 
mouth, and exits from the 
gaping throat woundl); in 
another, somebody gets a 
bullet through the head in 
excruciating slow motion. 
Needless to say the film has 
had censorship problems in 
many countries, and is only 
likely to make it to these 
shores in a heavily cut 
version. 

In person, firgento turns 
out to be a pale, thin-faced 
man with a friendly manner 
and piercing eyes that gaze 
keenly out from beneath a 
thick crop of uncombed 
hair. He looks a lot younger 
than his fifty years, and 
speaks quite good English 
in a hesitant fashion. This 
interview was conducted 
while he was over in 
London to appear at the 
famed 'Shock Rround The 
Clock' film festival and 
introduce TWO EVIL EYES 
(released by Medusa Video 
this month), the Edgar 
Rlian Poe chiller he 
collaborated on with 
Oeorge Romero. 



Valdemar awakes in '2 EvU Eyes' 


DARK SIDE: Who has influenced you 
most as a filmmaker? 

ARGENTO: Many critics in my early days 
described me as the Italian Hitchcock. But 
my main influences go back to the days of 
German expressionistic cinema - to Fritz 
Lang and Carl Dreyer. Dreyer's VA.MP^'R 
made a big impact on me. The first horror 
movie I saw with my family was THE 
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA with Claude 
Rains. I was very scared then, and it made 
me want to go and see many, many horror 
nims. The HOUSE OF WAX was another 
favourite, with that mask crumbling away 
to reveal Vincent Price's scarred face... 


A rabid cinema patron from 'DEMONS' 
DARK SIDE: Would you class yourself as 
a horror fanatic? 

ARGENTO: I'm a fanatic, yes! I still lo\'e 
horror movies, anything that is strange 
and makes you think. Did you see WILD 
AT HEART? (he smiles) It was good. Very 
nice. A very .sweet film I think, and gentle. 
Even if you don’t like, it's different. 

DARK SIDE: How did you get into making 
movies in the first place? 

ARGENTO: Sergio Leone was a friend of 
mine, and so was Bernardo Bertolucci. We 
were the new young hopefuls of Italian 
cinema. So Sergio said to Bernardo and I. 
'Why don't you write me a screenplay?' We 
worked for six months together and wrote 
ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE WT.ST. 
which was a very big success. I went on to 
write another picture called FIVE M^VN 
AR.MY. with Peter Graves. It was a happy 
period. We had many hopes. Sadly. Sergio 


is now dead, and Italian cinema is not 
good, because there is only one Italian 
cinema group. You don't stay in the group 
and you don’t make a picture... 

DARK SIDE: Your first film as a director 
was BIRD WITH THE CRYSTAL 
PLUMAGE... 

ARGENTO: Yes. I was veiy young, I think 
26. when I made that. When the 
distributors first saw it, they said 'It is 
terrible. Nobody will want to see this 
picture!' They said it was not suspenseful 
enough, and it should be more like 
Hitchcock. But I told them I had to stick 


to my own style. Of course it became a 
very big success both in Italy and America, 
so after that they did not offer me any 
more advice. 

DARK SIDE: What came next? 

ARGENTO: A film called THE CAT O' 
NINE TAILS, which was another giallo. 
with Karl Malden as a blind man who helps 
track down a killer. I was interested in 
exploring some very realistic violence in 
this one. There is a scene where somebody 
is crushed to death in the workings of a 
lift, which is a very plausible occurrence. 
Then I made a movie called FOUR FLIES 
ON GREY VELVET, starring Michael 
Brandon as a rock band drummer who 
witnesses a murder. The title comes from 
an experiment performed by the police 
upon the retina of one of the victim's eyes. 
By aiming a laser beam through it. they 
hope to capture the last image the victim 
saw - which looks like 'four flies on grey 
velvet...' 
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Argento goes to great lengths to get people to watch his movies 


DARK SIDE: I believe you also made a 
picture called FIVE DAYS IN MILAN that 
has yet to be released anyu'here. 

ARGENTO: This was not a horror film. It 
was shown in Italy in 1973. a black 
comedy with historical elements. It would 
be of no interest to your readers I am sure. 

DARK SIDE: I'niike DEEP RED... 

ARGENTO: DEEP RED is my favourite 
film. The character that David Hemmings 
plays in the movie (a writer who witnesses 
a grisly murder and then is pursued by the 
killer) is very much based on my own 
personality. .Not that I have witnessed any 
murders lately, you understand! It was a 



Opera - a stabbing pain in the throat 


very strong film, very brutal, and of course 
the censor was upset. It was cut by almost 
an hour in some countries, but the 
complete version still plays in Italy. 


DARK SIDE: Sl'SPIRIA came next, and 
was a bit of a change of pace for you... 



. 
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Opera - when Dario says 'cut' he means it! 


ARGENTO: I was always interested in the 
supernatural. I spent much time travelling 
around Europe with Daria (Nicolidi. the 
ex-Mrs Argento. and star of many of his 
films), and we came across a strange 
community in Switzerland called the 
Rudolph Steiner Community, which was 
set up in a very large house. They studied 
Rhythms, dance and magic there, and that 
place became the inspiration for 
Sl'SPIRIA. 


DARK SIDE: SUSPIRIA and its followup, 
INFERNO, both have a richly colourful 
look about them, almost as if they were 
made in another age. How did you achieve 
this? 

ARGENTO: I used out-dated Kodak stock, 
which was then processed in a unique way. 
You can alter the film in the lab by these 
means. The same process was used in the 
1950s on pictures like WAR OF THE 
WORLDS. Unfortunately there is no more 
of the film stock left, so that's it... 



Opera - the film we're raven about 


DARK SIDE: Why haven't we seen many 
Dario Argento movies lately? 

ARGENTO: Because my last picture. 
OPERA, was picked up by Orion pictures 
and they decided not to release it. Why 
they do not release it. I do not know! In 
Italy it was very popular. They retitled it 
TERROR AT THE OPERA, which was 
idiotic but I accept this. But they spend 
money to buy this picture and then they 
don't show it - why? .Maybe it's too cruel. 
OPERA is a very cruel picture, very strong. 
Personally, for me it was the most difficult 
film of my life to make. There were many 
complicated movements with the camera. 
I will be sad if it does not show in England. 
We will have to wait to see what happens. 
But you can see a scene from the film in 
NIKITA. Director Luc Besson, who is a 
very nice person and a good friend, bought 
one scene from my OPERA to use in the 
background. Of course people who see the 
film over here will not Imow what the 
scene is from. 

DARK SIDE: Ut's talk about TWO EVIL 
EYES. Tell us why you decided to do such 
a well known Poe storv as THE BLACK 
CAT? 

ARGENTO: i like the story! I know it has 
been done before, many limes, by 











rslmmakers I admire like Roger Corman. 
But today, for the fifth time we make the 
story famous. I wanted to make something 
different, more up to date. Bdgar Allan 
Poe is always presented in the past, while 
here we have brought the story to modem 
times. It is a softer picture than I usually 
make. it's very soft and sensual. We got 
compliments from the cen.sor - which was 
terrible! 


DARK SIDK: It's still very violent in 
places though, more violent than the 
Romero sequence anyway... 


Urbono Barbarini gets the bird in 'OPERA ' 


Kdgar Allan Poe is classic. I am a fan of 
his writing. I remember the first time I 
read Poe was when I was ten years old, and 
naturally it was the first weird, strange 
thing I had read in my life. When you are 

/vataeiMTO 


ARGENTO: Ah yes. ZOMBIE! That was 
al.so a very happy collaboration for me, 
because George is a wonderful man and 
fine director. I wrote the screenplay with 
him in Rome, then went to watch him 
shoot the picture. George did ask me if I 
would like to become involved with DAY 
OF THE DEAD as well, but unfortunately 
1 was already working on shooting 
CREEPERS. 
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DARK SIDE: Did you have censorship 
problems on DAWN? 

ARGENTO: It was cut almost everywhere 
it was shown! In France it was returned to 
the censor eight times, and each lime they 
took out a little more. In the end there was 
very little left. The longest version was 
shown in Italy, but that was only slightly 
longer than the American version. The 
American version was good. 

DARK SIDE: You usually write your own 
movies. Where do you get your weird ideas 
from? 

ARGENTO: My ideas come from my 
nightmares. But writing them down is not 
easy. It is the longest part of my work, and 
takes me many months, over which 1 may 
change many things, write many different 
drafts before arriving at a final screenplay. 

DARK SIDE: You have had some very 
unusual music in your movies... 


ARGENTO: Thank vou! (he smiles). The 
effects on TWO EVIL EYES are very good, 
by Tom SavinI, who is a genius, a 
wonderful artist. A wonderful person as 
well. For months we would sit in the night 
and drink a beer together. Now Tom is 
making his own version of NIGHT OF 
THE LIVING DEAD. It will be good I 
think. George says. I must not make my 
episode too violent, because it will be too 
different from his. So I changed my style. 
If I made it again I would make it 
differently. I like to have more blood. But 


DARK SIDE; Of course this marks the 
second time you have worked with George 
Romero on a movie, the first being DAWN 
OF THE DEAD... 


Bathtime tor the heroine of CREEPERS 

very young and you read something like 
this, something changes in your life. You 
e still normal, but you become curious 
to know about terrifying things. We were 
originally going to Him three or four 
episodes, but there were so many problems 
with the other directors that George and I 
decided to do it together. 
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THE FILMS OF DfiRIO fiRQENTO 

1968: COMMANDOS. Wrote screenplay. 

1968: THE LOVE CIRCLE. Wrote screenplay. 

1969: BATTLE OF THE COMMANDOS. Wrote screenplay. 

1969: ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE WEST (CIC Video). Wrote screenplay. 
1969: TODAY IT'S ME... TOMORROW YOU! Wrote screenplay. 

1970: FIVE .MAN AR.MY. Wrote screenplay 

1970: BIRD WITH THE CRYSTAL PLUMAGE (also known as THE GALLERY 
MURDERS). Directed and wrote screenplay. 

1970: ONE NIGHT AT DINNER. Directed and wrote screenplay. 

1971: CAT O' NINE TAILS. (Warner Home Video) Directed and wrote 
screenplay. 

1972: FOUR FLIES ON GREY VELVET. Directed and wrote screenplay. 
1973: LE CINQUE GIORNATE (FIVE DAYS IN MILAN). Directed and wrote 
screenplay. 

1976: DEEP RED. Directed and wrote screenplay. 

1977: SUSPIRIA (Entertainment In Video). Directed, and wrote screenplay 
and music. 

1980: DAWN OF THE DEAD (Entertainment In Video). Wrote music. 
1981: INFERNO (CBS Fox Video). Directed and wrote screenplay. 

1982: TENEBRAE (also known as UNSANE). Directed, wrote screenplay 
and music. 

1985: CREEPERS (also known as PHENOMENA - Palace Video). Directed 
and wrote screenplay. 

1986: DEMONS. Produced and wrote screenplay. 

1986: DARIO ARGENTO'S WORLD OF HORROR. (Documentary directed 
by Michele Soavi). 

1987: DEMONS 2. Produced. 

1987; OPERA (also known as TERROR IN THE OPERA). Directed and 
wrote screenplay. 

1988: THE CHURCH. Produced. 

1990: TWO EVIL EYES (Medusa). Directed and wrote screenplay. 

1991: THE SECT. Produced. 


AHtil.NTO: Music is v«r>' imporlanl ti> me. 
I like to make chanKes with each new film. 
In CHKEPKRS. fur cNample. I wanted to 
have ever>- scene with music by a different 
composer. So. Hill Wyman tvould do the 
opening! scene where the first girl was 
murdered in the Swiss mountains, then 
for another we would have a heax-y metal 
group like Motorhead. and then Simonetti. 
It made the film more interesting. I think. 
At one time 1 would always write and play 
my own music with my group. Gohtin. It 
is finished now. hut for six years it was 
wonderful, because my group could make 
all the music for my films. The music for 
SI SI'IKIA is the most popular, hut i like 
DEIM’ RED verx' much, also TKM'HRAE. 

DARK SIDE; What are you working on at 
the moment? 

ARGENTO: 1 am about to produce a 
picture called THE SECT, with Michele 
Soavi. who did THE CiU RCM. Hut I will 
not start shooting another picture as 
director before next summer. I like to 
write slowly. I need time to reflect and 
decide, to make things better. I started to 
write noxv. and xx’v will be ready In start 
shooting next summer. Now I have only 
an idea. It xx'ill he horror.. I want to make 
some p.sycho film, like my DEl'il* RED. 
Now 1 am enjoying myself in London. I 
really love this city. I haxe many friends 
here. When the fascists come to poxx-er in 
Italv I will come to London lo slax*. 
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THE NAME IS DARK 


I AM A DOCTOR THAT DOES 
NOT HA VE TO MAKE HOUSE 
CALLS - 1 LEAVE THAT TO YOUl 
$0 DO YOU DARE CALL 
MY PRACTICE OF FEAR?.,. 

BUT TAKE HEED. MY ' 
REALM OF CHAOS 1 
CARRIES A HORROR 
HEALTH WARNING! 

CALL SOON AS I'M ' 
LOSING MY PAVENTSI 
HAI HAI HAI 





AN ALADDIN’S CAVE OF FILM & 

TV memorabhia 

From th? silent movies to the blockbusters of today, science 
HcUon, comedy, horror, fantasy, drama, westerns and thrillers. 
Specialist subjects iTtdude:- BATMAN, STAR TREK, MARILYN 
MONROE, SHERLOCK HOLMES, CHARLIE CHAPUN, DOCTOR 
WHt), JOHN WAYNE, AUENS, JAMES BOND, FREDDY 
KRUEGER, WALT DISNEY, LOONEY TUNES, LAUREL & HARDY, 
INDIANA JONES and many more stars, heroes and superheroes. 
Our mossnie range qf merchandise includes: - POSTERS, 
POSTCARDS. GREETING CARDS, BOOKS, MAGAZINES, 
FANZINES, GRAPHIC NOVELS, FILM-RELATED COMICS, PRINTS, 
LPS. CASSETTES & CDS, T-SHIRTS, MINIATURES. GAMES. TOYS, 
FIGURES, KITS, COLLECTABLES, NOVEL ITEMS, ART FOUOS, 
PHOTOS, GIFTS, LIMITED EDITIONS, 

Fius a comprehensive range qf videos inc:- DOCTOR WHO, 
MYTHMAKERS. HOLMES, CLASSIC FILMS, COLLECTIONS, 
ANDERSON, SILENTS, STAB TREK, VINTAGE TV EPISODES, 
SCIENCE FICTION, HORROR AND FANTASY TITLES, 
ANIMATION « DISNEY AND HUNDREDS MORE. 

ALL THIS AND MORE AT THE MOVIE .<rroRE 
Send a large SA.E, for our comprehensive bi-monthly catalogue 
and news magazine. 

Our shop IS open 8 days a week Mon-Sat 9.3Oam-7-00pm 

lAcceaa, Mastercard, Eurocard, NW Visa A Barclaycard are welcome) 
IVlephone credit card orders accepted Mon-Sai 9,30ajn-7.00pm 





100% Cotto 
'Nightbreed 
T-Shirts from 
Titan 

Merchandise 


In Clive Baricer’s shattered mindscape, 
In the darkest pits of Hell, 

In dark places lost to knowledge 
There foul creatures love to dwell. 

We have voyaged down the lost ways 
Risking madness, pain and hurt 
And from nightmare forms in torment 
Brought you back the Nightbreed Shirt. 

Wonderous garment, finely printed 
Our price to you nine ninety*nine. 
Come fill the coupon, send the money 
It only takes a little time. 

When you have it, wear it well! 
Fulfilling The Dark Side’s dariding creed, 
Exclusive offer to our readers 
Homage to the fell Nightbreed! 


Nightbreed T-Shirt Offer. The Dark Side. 

Maxwell Specialist Magazines. 

116-120, Goswell Road, 

London, ECl 7QD. 

Please send me Nightbreed T-Shirts @ £9.99 each 

inclusive of V.A.T. and delivery to any address in the 
U.K. 

Plea.se indicate size |l.arge) {Kxtra Large} 

I enclose Cheque/P.O. to the value of £. made 

payable to TITAN BOOKS LTD. 

Please send the T-Shirt(s) to:- 

Name:- 

Address:- 
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DRINTSof 
I mRKNESS 


]ohn Brosnan explains 
why he hasn't yet Joined 
the Stephen King or 
James Herbert fan clubs... 


A S, in the past. I've been less 
kind to some of James Her* 
bert's previous novels, he is 
under the impression that in- 
stead of just doing a reviewer's job of 
expressing an honest opinion I belong to a 
mysterious group of critics who, for some 
reason, have an irrational dislike of both 
him and his work. This is not true, of 
course, but I’ve given up trying to argue 
otherwise. 

Anyway, Herbert's suspicions of my 
motives are unlikely to be changed when I 
say that I rather liked his latest effort. 
Creed (Hodder and Stoughton. £12.95). 
The reason is that he's adopted a different 
and more relaxed style for this one, it being 
a kind of send-up of the genre. Joe Creed, 
the protagonist, is a photographer for a 
tabloid newspaper who. while taking sur- 
reptitious photographs at the funeral of an 
old actress, shoots something he shouldn't 
have and brings down on his head the 
unwanted attention of evil forces. 

There's plenty of the usual gratutious 
sex and violence before we arrive at a rather 
amusing climax, but what made this novel 
most appealing to me was Joe Creed him- 



self. Herbert keeps emphasizing what a 
sleaze-ball Creed is supposed to he but to 
me he comes across as the most convincing 
and likeable character to appear in any of 
Herbert's novels. 



Prom a relative newcomer on the horror 
scene, Kim Newman, comes Bad Dreams 
(Simon and Schuster, £13.95). Like his 
previous novel The Night Mayor (reviewed 
in the first issue), this one plunges you 
into a world of alternate realities where 
nothing is what it seems. Anne Nielson, an 
American living in London, attempts to 
investigate the circumstances of her 
younger sister's sordid death and walks into 
a trap prepared by the Monster, a would-be 
immortal being whose 'kind' is the basis of 
the legend of the vampire. He not only 
sucks the life out of his victims but traps 
their souls within him in the nightmarish 
Dream. 

The Monster, who goes by many names, 
is carrying out a vendetta against Anne's 
family that began with her father, a once- 
famous playwright and later hack movie 
scriptwriter. Like The Night Mayor, Bad 
Dreams is chock-full of movie references 
and I'm beginning to have my doubts about 
the wisdom of this. While they create con- 
venient visual references for the reader they 
also remind the reader of the artificiality of 
what they are reading. Then again, New- 
man's intention with these two novels 
might be to show how the images of popu- 
lar cinema now completely permeate our 
collective consciousness (though he does 
have .Anne say at one point: "If you watch 
too many old movies, you’ll cripple your 


imagination.") Anyway, recommended. 

Another British newcomer is Mark 
•Morris, whose first novel is Toady (Corgi. 
£4.99). Morris has obviously been inspired 
by Stephen King; not only is this reminis- 
cent of King's It, it is also very long (702 
pages). Set in a seaside town, it's about four 
teenage youths who hold a seance in a 
creepy derelict house (in King Street) and 
unleash the sort of nasty things that tend 
to get unleashed when you hold seances in 
creepy, derelict houses. If I'm making this 
sound derivative and unoriginal I don't 
mean to; Toady touches lots of the familiar 
horror signposts along the way but veers 
off into unexpected areas as it progresses. 
For a first novel I think Morris has tried to 
pack in too much (I could have done with- 
out all the wonky metaphysics which is 
supposed to explain the nature of the Beast ) 
but overall it's an impressive debut. 

Embryo (Souvenir Press, £14.95) is by a 
third horror newcomer this month. Keith 
Barnard is a real-life doctor who has writ- 
ten a British version of the sort of novels 
that the American writer/doctor. Robin 
Cook, has specialised in over the years 
{Coma, etc) where a young medico at some 
hospital gets suspicious about something, 
such as a lot of patients disappearing or 
having their brains removed and so on, and 
proceeds to uncover a large and nasty 
medical conspiracy. Here the Brit doctor 
slowly uncovers a nasty but quite small 
medical conspiracy. And Dr Barnard has 
not been well served by his publishers who 
have revealed on the Jacket flap on the book 
the entire plot, including the exact nature 
of the nasty conspiracy! 

The novel begins well when young Dr 
Simon Robinson, who works in the gynae- 
cology depth of a Bournemouth hospital, is 
doing a routine ultrasound scan on a young 
pregnant woman and sees, to his horror, 
the head of the foetus turn and give him a 
malign smile. Things later go terribly 
wrong when he blacks out while he is per- 
forming an abortion on the woman and he 
severely injures her. After that, the report 
on the malformed foetus disappears, and 
then the murders begin. To add to his 
troubles the doctor's wife becomes preg- 
nant and there are signs that her foetus is 
far from normal too. 

Spooky stuff, but Barnard can't sustain 
the tension and it all kind of falls apart 
towards the end (not helped by the ending 
being given away on the jacket flap). The 
main flaw is that it starts off as if it's going 
to be a supernatural horror story but the 
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relatively mundane medical rationale isn't 
sufficient to explain the weirdness of the 
preceding events. He has got his genres 
mixed up here. But I'm a sucker for medi- 
cal horror stories and Barnard is good with 
both the all-important medical background 
and the horror set-pieces. A fairly good 
start and I look forward to his next work 
when hopefully he will have worked out the 
kinks in his plotting techni((ue. In the 
meantime. Dr Barnard, don't give up the 
day job. 

The SF contribution this month is 
rather disappointing. I've been a long-time 
fan of Boh Shaw but his latest. Orbistrilk 
Judgement (Gollancz. C1H.9SI. left me 
luke-warm. This is the third volume in the 
trilogy concerning Orbitsville. a vast hol- 
low world that encloses a star and is mil- 
lions of miles in diameter. Built by un- 
known aliens it is made of an equally un- 
known material only a few centimetres in 
thickness. Its interior is habitable, with soil, 
rivers, mountains etc., and humanity is 
slowly spreading across it. This book is 
supposed to conclude the saga but dues so 
in a way which leaves you feeling vaguely 
cheated. Vast forces (intelligent galaxies/ 
Cod?) perform miraculous feats in the cli- 
mactic sequences for reasons that seem 
purely arbitary. We get an explanation of 
sorts of what Orbitsville was for but it's nut 
very satisfactory. As usual, Bob Shaw's 
characters are both solid and interesting. I 
would have preferred it if he'd concentrated 
more on them than on the dubious celes- 
tial mechanics that dominate in the last 
third of his book. ^ 



SI 





Next we have The Difference Engine 
(Gollancz. £13.95) by those two kings of 
cyber-punker>'< William Gibson and Bruce 
Sterling. Now I must confess I have no idea 
what this hook is supposed to he about. I 
know it's set in an alternate world London 
of 1855 where the computer world has ar- 
rived a century ahead of its time, thanks to 
Sir Charles Babbage perfecting his me- 
chanical computer, the Analytic Engine. 
It's a complex, densely-plotted novel that 
clearly works on all sorts of levels; it's 
packed with incident and colourful charac- 
ters. many of them real historical figures 
from our world, but at the end of it all I was 
asking, 'What does it all mean?” I am not 
alone in this - 1 have asked other people 
that question and they have also been un- 
able to explain. Ironically. I spoke to Wil- 
liam Gibson about it when he was in Lon- 
don recently to promote the book but. alas, 
at that time I hadn't yet read it so I wasn't 
able to ask him the crucial question. I did 
learn that he and Sterling had been dis- 
cussing the idea since back in 1983 and 
collaborated on it by swapping computer 
discs back and forth by mail. “We tried to 
do it by modem but it just didn't work.' 
confesses the man who invented computer 
cyberspace. "I can't imagine a more thor- 
ough collaboration.” he continued. 'It's 
ver>’ hard to look at it now and pick out bits 
that either of us wrote. The trick>’ bit was 
finding the thing's style of voice. It didn't 
fly for me until I heard it talking in its own 
diction.” Yes. the Babbage .Analytic Engine 
itself is telling the story in the hook but 


even knowing that didn't help me any. 

Speaking of cyberspace. I asked Gibson 
if he would be writing any more novels in 
the electronic vein of Seuromancer, Count 
Zero and .'/ona Lisa Overdrive. “I think I've 
finished with the world of those three nov- 


els. But it's been very interesting in the last 
few years watching people develop 'cyber- 
space'. I've been watching that ‘virtual real- 
ity' technology very closely and I think the 
next book I do will be to attempt to figure 
out what that would actually be like. It's 
not going to be like the cyberspace I've 
described but very different, and ver>’ excit- 
ing.” 

Finally, a book that tells you everything 
and more than you've ever wanted to know 
about Stephen King. It's called The Stephen 
King Companion (Macdonald, £13.951 and 
is edited by George Beahm. Headings for 
the various sections include: ‘The l.ong. 
Strange Trip of Stephen King: .An Over- 
view'. 'The Author Talks: King on Writing'. 
‘An Evening with Stephen King'. ‘The 
House that Horror Built' (Yes, a guided 
tour, with photographs, around the King 
mansion). '.A Self-Quiz: Rating Yourself as 
a King Fan' (good grief!) and loads of ar- 
ticles about the novels as well as a bibliog- 
raphy and filmography. Buy this book, read 
it then go on Mastermind with Stephen 
King as your chosen .subject and you stand 
a good chance of winning. .My favourite sec- 
tion was the one on King's fan mail. Two 
choice samples: “All I want is for someone 
to tell me that I'm a lousy writer who 
should stop wasting his time or that I have 
some potential and should keep trying. PS: 
If there is nothing you can do. send money." 
And: “Really, Steve. THE SHINING, is a 
masterpiece considering the fact it was 
written by an .American hack, and I con- 
gratulate you." 


RICHARD 

LAYMON 



THE STAKE 

A horror novelist discovers a corpse in a coffin 
with a stake through her heart. Is she really a 
vampire, or merely the unfortunate victim of 
murder? And what happens when - if - the stake 
is pulled out? 

Hardback S13.95 Softback i7.99 


‘Stephen King ^ 
without a / 
conscience' 

Dan Mariowe 


‘He is able to 
provide 

I lighthearted fun 
I and disturb at the 
! same time’ ; 
i Fear 



^HEADLINE ' 


Children are disappearing. The 'trolls' - a growing 
army of bums - are preying on them. When a 
group of teenagers discover their own ‘solution’, it 
leads inexorably to the old abandoned Fnnhouse, 
where the appalling truth awaits . . . 
Paperback S4.30 


scnmpuTER 

^LflYSROaMP 




Christmas is looming and th« humans ar« getting fat. But what's happening in the dark 
recesses of your computer screen? Chris Knight finds out... 


the donk city sewers, the terrorist 
teom of Oepop ond f^ocksteody, 
ond some pretty nosty villoirts to 
be found in the polluted urbon 
rivets. 

All of this may sound just a 
linie like ony ortter offering of 
oflentol beoring. with mon- 
chukus o-v4ilzzlng and somurol 
swords o-slicing. Whot mokes 
the gome stond head ond shoul- 
ders obove the others, however. 
Is rhe fourfold nollblring gome- 
ploy- 

In order to effect the rescue, 
you must ossume rhe role of oil 
four turtles: Donotello, Mich- 
elongelo. Kofoello ond Le- 
ortordo. At oil times, you must 
keep o check on eoch turtle's 
progress, motching them up 
ogolnsr rhe ever chonglng en- 
emy. 

This is no eosy tosk, espe- 
ciolly os you hove to use those 
reptllion btoins to mop out srrote- 
gies ond locote secret sewoge 
possoges. 

Teenoge Mutont Hero Turtles 
is 0 brillionriy put together od- 
venture. The grophics ore stun- 
ning ond the oction Is non-stop 
over six levels os you bottle to 
reach rhe Shredder's loir. 

GREMLINS 2 

Continuing our horror In o more 
lighthearted vein, those mon- 
strous Gremlins ore bock in yet 
onorher computer gome licence 
token from the Rim. If you've 
seen rhe movie, then rhe plot 
will be fomllior. if not here goes. 

Fluffy, cuddly Gizmo is bock 
In rhe possession of old Mr Wing 
In Chinorown and things ore 
certoinly lookirtg cosy. Hong on 
o minute though, there's o nosry 
property developer obout who 
wonts to turn Chinorown into o 
huge reol esioie development. 

Mr Wing will hove nothing to 
do with this of course, but Mr 
Wing then proceeds to die very 
conveniently, moking woy for 
rhe development, ond leoving I 
Gizmo in the genetics loborotory 
of rhe new development. Clomp I 
Plozo. Well, oil new develop- 1 
ments hove o generics loboro- ' 
tory. don't they? 

Anyway, you con guess most 


COWADUNGA! 

No mention of the Festive $eo- 
son this year would be complete 
without or least some mention 
of those heroes In half shells, the 
Tennoge Mutont Hero Turnips, 
oops, sorry. Turtles. Oeoring that 
In mind, come walk with me o 
little In the sewers of New York 
ond be prepored for some feor- 
some foul ploy in rhe process. 

The releose of Turtles - The 
Computer Gome, hos been 
rimed to perfection by Sourhwork 
bosed Mirrorsoft, appearing os it 
will on oil of the mojor computer 
formors just in rime for rhe Christ- 
mos morket. 

All in oil, the gome looks set 
to be Just os epic os the film, 
video, cortoon. bum-bog. pen- 
cil. pencll-shorpener, model... 


the list goes on and if you core 
not to toke port, then skip o few 
paragraphs. Otherwise, odhere 
to rhe age old odoge: 'If you 
con't beot 'em. Join 'eml', ond 
rake note os the plot thickens. 

April O'Neil, joumollsr extroor- 
dinoire ond turtle lover, hos 
been kidnapped by that info- 
mous maniac. The Shredder. 
Who's gonno sove her? It's no 
good colling on rhe Ghostbus- 
ters. I meon. they're not for reol 
ore they? No. this is giong ro 
take someone speciol, someone 
like... 0 Teenage Mutant Hero 
Turtle) 

On your way to rhe rescue, 
you will encounter some pretty 
horrid odversories. such os the 
mischievious Mousers. who infest 


of the rest. Ollly Peltzer. Gizmo's 
former owner, is working in the 
Plozo and. whilst ottempting to 
rescue his cuddly friend. Gizmo 
gets wet. the Mogwai oppeor 
ond. ofrer some fun ond gomes 
with the Ploza's fire sprinkler, 
system, rhe Gremlins ore bock In 
business. 

Forget rhe plot ond Just wode 
on In there. The Gremlins ore 
there for rhe killing ond you’ve 
got to do it quick, before New 
York is token over. 

Using boomerongs, tele- 
phones, torches, mego-torches 
ond tomatoes, knock hell out of 
rhe many chorocters in this ex- 
cellent gome, Wofch out for Elec- 
tric. the livewire Gremlin chorged 
with 0 zillion worts of pure 
power, Sexygirl. who's kisses ore 
fotol, ond Skoteboord. who will 
run you down sooner than spit 
on you. 

Pick up os many bonuses os 
you con to buy more ommuni- 
rlon In the shop at the end of 
eoch round, ond moke sure you 
complete each end-of-level 
bonus gome, or rhe Gremlins will 
triumph. 

For endless fun and sheer 
ployobility. Gremlins 2 must form 
o part of your Christmas list. 
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odvonce in the gome. 

After fleeing underground, 
your losk is to defend Midion 
ogolnst the murderous "Sons of 
the Free", ond the hozords you 
face include police rood blocks, 
the skilful, knife-throwing of the 
MASK, the rozor-shorp teerh of 
the Rying Monoro koys ond the 
pitfolls too numerous to mention 
in the worlds of monsters. 

The orcode style gomeploy 
must be opprooched with o fair 
omouni of stroiegy if you wont 
to survive- But despite the pre- 
set former of the gome, it still 
allows more than enough of o 
chollenge to keep you coming 
bock for more. 

Second comes the Arcode 
Action Gome. 

To succeed here, you must 
hunt oround the screen to find 
keys, defect the infomous MASK, 
net yourself boprised by the 
gruesome god of the 
Nighfbreed, Oophomet, enter o 
chamber of Berserkers, free the 
Breed from the surface of Midlon 
ond then toke on the MASK one 
more rime In the ultimore bottle. 

This Is much, much more rhon 
your run of the mill shoot-em-up. 
To succeed, you must outwit the 
enemy at oil times, using hidden 
pieces on the screen to creote 
keys, enobling you to skip pons 
of the gome ond come doser to 
your final objeaive. 

With the obiliry to chonge 
forms ond become mort/monster 
later on in the gome, the sheer 
variety of the octlon will hold 
your interest for o long, long rime 
in o veritoble feast of blood, 
gore and deoth. 


THE NIGHTDREED 


Yes, the humour is over. There's 
no time for humour now os we 
enter the nightmore of the sub- 
terroneon city of Midion. 

The Nighrbreed Is o roce of 
exotic ond horrifying 
creatures and monstrous 
iries. which has remoined 
dden from Mankind for 
nturies in its underground 
dwellings. Things ore obout to 
change and you'd better believe 
that this is pure horror ot its best. 

You ore Boone, a mon ac- 
cused of 0 series of brutol killings 
ond pursued by the cops ond o 
psychopathic ossossin alike. 
Where does your flight lead you? 
Into the bowels of the Eotth ond 
rhe orms of the NIghtbreed. 

In focr. to coincide with the 
monstrous movie of rhe some 
nome. there ore not one, but 
two gomes being released from 
Ocean, both of which should 
appeal to your terror taste buds. 

Both gomes include over 30 
types of monsters, sub-divided 
into different species like Big Fly, 
Fotmon. Snokemon. the Berserk- 
ers. Flying Teeth, Heod Monster, 
Roof Growler. Hopper. Scorpion 
Mon and Eyeboll Monster. 

Yep. they’re oil here, vomit- 
ing poisonous bile, punching, 
kicking ond emitting dangerous 
toys ogainst superbly colourful 
backdrops ond utilising morvel- 
lous grophics. 

Nighfbreed: The InteroCTlve 
Movie, invoves 10 stunning or- 
code sequences closely follow- 
ing rhe plot of the film and hos 
you following pre-set orders to 
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THE KILLING GAME SHOW 

Tolking of entertoinment. 
Psygnosis hos come up with 
something thot will hove your 
toes curling in disgust ond terror 
os you witness the iop>rated 
medio show of the future. 

Similar to the Running Mon, 
the Killing Gome Show hos been 
devised to do owoy with nosty 
anarchists and opposers of the 
State, whilst providing o good 


speaocle for the mosses but, In 
comporison. The Runnirtg Mon 
looks like Childrens’ Hour on o 
wet Sundoy ofremoon. 

The scenario: On eight cus- 
tom-built satellites circling the 
Earth, the gionr compony 2lsr 
Century hos set up 16 Pits of 
Oeoth. Eoch of these pits con- 
tolns o nice selection of HALFs. 
Hostile Artificiol Life Forms, spe- 
cially created by scientists to kill 

Your task, os Carl, is to be- 
come o contestont ond bottle 
your way out of eoch and every 
one of these pits. It's sunrivol or 
deorh here. In any number of 
unpleosont ways. 

To make motters Just o touch 
more entenoinlng. each pit is 
slowly pumped full of DOLL or 
Deadly Organic Life Liquid. The 
horrible HALFs don’t mind it at 
oil, but woit til it storts burning 
your skin owoy ond you’ll soon 
find renewed strength to climb 
higher. 

Had enough? Then gel o hold 
of this. Those owfully generous 
people Qi 21st Century don't 
wont you to get disheortened 
too quickly, so they've provided 
you with some limited-protection 
body ormour. How nice. 

To weor this, your body 
needs some slight olterotion 
however. Here we go. off comes 
the lower holf your body, from 
rhe groin down, then your flesh 
is stripped from your bones, 
sometimes under onoesthetic, 
and replaced by o molleabte 
merollic element. How sweet of 
them. 

Reody to roll? Now It’s oil up 
to you. Moke the most of any 
ommunirton you may find lying 


oround ond solve the intricote 
puzzles before you os quickly os 
possible. If the HALFs don't get 
you, rhe DOLL wilt os It seeps 
slowly up the pit. 

If. perchonce. you should foil 
in your task, ond be sure rhot you 
will on many occosions, toke a 
look ot the OCTlon reploy option 
to see where you went wrong 
ond start all over ogoin. 

The concept of the Kilting 
Gome Show is incredibly simple 
ond yet quokingly terrifying. To 
think thot our sweet and pleos- 
onr world could originate things 
like rhot. Hmm! 

LEGEND OF FAERGHAIL 

Moving from out of rhe frying pon 
ond into the fire, terror is re- 
ploced by mystery in the mogicol 
world of Foerghoil, o world 
where elves ond men ore ot war 
without reoson. o world where ill 
fortune strikes or the weak un- 
awares, o world where Mankind 
seems doomed to live or the 
whim of evil, unless you think you 
con do something to stop the rot. 

Defore we start. I should ex- 
ploln that Foerghoil is o gome of 
such complexity rhot you’ll need 
to spend some time poring over 
rhe monuol before you eve think 
about switching on. 

If you've ever ployed oround 
with Dungeons ond Drogons. or 
other role-ploying gomes, you 
should hove a fair ideo of what's 
irwolved here. Otherwise, get to 
grips with chorocter erection of 
oil roces. trodes ond skills ond be 
sure to pur together o bond of 
odvenrurers worthy enough to 
toke on this Incredibly challeng- 
ing quest. 

The lond of Thyn is under 
cortstont attack by rhe elves, who 
hove sold themselves to evil. The 
only woy for rhe country to sur- 
vive is for you ond your merry 
bond to forge o woy to the 
neighbouring lond of Cyldone 
ond recruit more troops. It's o 
quest well worth undertoklng. 
but olong the woy, be prepored 
for some breothroking oction ond 
mote thon o few lood/sove ses- 
sions before you get there. 

Choose your own chorocter, 
looking corefully to his/her mony 
ortributes. such os strength, dex- 
terity. Alignment and so on, then 
continue to pick out some travel- 
ling companions. Your novels will 
take you over an immense 


medievol world, with two coun- 
tries divided by mountain 
ranges. Explore rhe Dwort mines 
of Khozod Moron, investigate 
rhe Temple of the Drogon’s Ser- 
vants and try to discover rhe 
reoson behind the elves’ mod- 
ness. 

Jut os in reol role ploying 
odventures, you decide what is 
going to hoppen next. Do you 
ottock the bond of worriors thot's 
just come oround the next cor- 
ner? Do you try ond moke 
friends? 

All in oil. you will encounter 
60 different inrgelligenr adver- 
saries. ronging from fiie breath- 
ing dragons ro oppottunisr bon- 
dlts who will try a doring rold If 
you get shut out of the towns ot 
nighrfoll. 


FaerghaiL 
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Try ond leorn rhe different 
languages of rhe Sworves ond 
Elves ond. for reol underground 
adventure, try out the 6 sepa- 
rate dungeon levels, crom- 
pocked with donger ond beosts 
lurking In rhe dark. 

The utrimore tosk, of course. 
Is to get to rhe bottom of this 
whole offoir of rhe evil Elves. 
Find rhe dork lord behind their 
misery, free their tormented 
souls ond liberore rhe land of 
Foerghoil from condemnotion ro 
etemol misery. 

This is odventure ot Its best, 
with startling graphics ond su- 
perb sound effects erecting o 
spellbinding otmosphere that 
will be hard ro breok out of. 

For Amigo users, there Is also 
rhe odded bonus of being oble 
to Import chorocters you may 
olreo^ hove created for games 
such as Cord’s Tole ond Phanto- 
sle. For sheer Interoctivify. this 
mokes Foerghoil even border ro 
beot. 


Title 

Softwore House 

Teenage Mutant Hero 
Turtles 

Imoge Works 

071 926 1454 

Gremlins 2 

Elite 

0922 55852 

The Nighrbreed 

Oceon 

061 632 6633 

The Killing Gome Show 

Psygnosis 

051 709 5755 

The Legend of Foerghoil 

Rainbow Arts 

021 702 2323 







Hubble bubble! 

Celebrate this 
Hallowe’en with our 
strange but tasty 

Revolver Horror 
Special stew! 


Twelve tales written in 
blood from the quills of 
top comic writers. 


The Revolver Horror 
Special will stalk the 
streets from October 
20th seeking to quen 
your taste for terror 



THE DHRK SIDE 
COMPETITION 
CRYPT 

Christmas is Just around the comer, and out of the kindness of our trans- 
pianted hearts we're offering a sackful of ghoulish goodies for gou fright 
fans to get your fangs into while the less fortunate are having to suffer 
through the umpteenth re-run of THE SOUND OF MUSIC. Get on the hell- 
ish hotline and gou could find Santa Claws climbing down your chimney 
ith one of the following fabulous prizes... 

The early bird gets the worm, but who would want to run across the 
giant earthworms of CIC V/DEO's monstrously enjoyable TREMORS? 

We have ten copies of this fab, 50’s-style horror hit to give away, but if j 
you don't win one you really must rent it anyway - you'll dig it! 


Next we have ten copies of MEDUSA's TWO EVIL EYES, the 
long-awaited George Romero/Dario Argento collaboration that 
updates the sinister stories of that horror maestro, Edgar 
Allan Poe to modem dag Pittsburgh. Watch out for that 
pendulum scene... 

Last but not least, BRAVEWORLD VIDEO are releasing a 
shocking eight-pack of scream hits, spearheaded by Chuck 
Russell's spectacular big-budget remake of THE BLOB. The 
other titles in the package are HOUSE 2. THE LAMP, 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE, ONE BY ONE. OPEN HOUSE, BLOODY 
NEW YEAR and EVIL ALTAR, and uv’ve got three full sets to 
give away to the first three callers who tell us... 

AAAAARRRRGGGHHHH! 

Seriously folks, all you have to do to win one of these great prizes is to stick your 
bony claw into the telephone and dial 0898 345997. You will be asked a series of 
questions concerning recent horror releases, and if you answer correctly your name 
will go forward for inclusion in the prize draw collection. Be warned that the 
questions aren 't easy. But you can enter as many times as you like, for all three 
competitions. IT’S EASIER THAN HAVING TO QUEUE UP AT THE GHOST 
OFFICE! ^ 





0898-345997F - 


minute cheap rale/44p per minute at all other times winners under 18 years 
old must produce parental consent before 
prizes are issued. 
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ghoutt (Wi t»m nermal p»cpl» to 

Unit 37-40, Inshops C«nt( 
68-74 Church St.. 
Croydon, Surrey 
Tel: 081-760 0078 
& 

98 Station St. 
Burton on Trent, Staffs 
Tel: 0283 511293 




SOUTH LONDON S NEWEST, INDEPENDENT STOCKIST 
OF COMPUTER SOFTWARE, FANTASY AND S.F. GAMES, 
FIGURES AND ACCESSORIES 

TSR, FASA, CHAOSIUM. AVALON HWJL. WEST END. GDW. 
VICTORY, SPl.GAMES WORKSHOP, PRINCE AUGUST, MITHRIL 
MARAUDER. CITADELGRENADIER. WARGAMES FIGURES NOW 
IN STOCK. 

ST. AMIGA. IBM. SEGA & NINTENDO GAMES 
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UNIT 3, CATFOflD MEWS 
32 WINSLAOE WAY. CATFORO 
LONDON 
SE6 4JU 

MAIL ORDER WELCOME 



^^lau|«r|am<pTDd<icB O 



THE MOST COST EFFECTIVE WAY TO REACH 60,000 HORROR FAHSI! 


Pleose send your copy, or fhis coupon fo: Adrienne Giltver, The Dork Side. Ponini House, 1 1 6-1 20 
Goswell Rd.. London, ECl. or phone us on 071-490 7161 or-fox us on 071-490 0029. And don't forget 
fo fell us ony clossmcotion you require, together with your nonne and oddress etc. 

RATES: Semi-Oisploy per s.c.cm £10.00 + Vot (min 2.5cm x 1 col) Lirieoge Ad £20.00 + Vor (mox 30 words). 

for inserfions mode payable fo MCPC. 


I enclose my cheque/postol order for £ 
NAME 


Doyfime Tel. no. _ 
Dote - 
Signoture _ 


CLASSIFICATION 


□ WANTED 

□ MEMORABILIA 


□ FOR SALE 

□ ROl£ PUY 


□ FANZINES 

□ 
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TEENAGE 

MUTANT 

NINJA 

TURKEYS 

titittif 

♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦ 

YO, DUDES! CHECK OUT THE TOTALLY RADICAL 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS - BOOKS, COMICS, TOYS, 

T-SHIRTS, VIDEOS AND OTHER GNARLY STUFF - AT 


THE ULTIMATE COMICS, SCIENCE FICTION, 
FANTASY AND HORROR BOOKSHOP 

FORBIDDEN 

PLANET 


LONDON • BRIGHTON • CARDIFF • DUBLIN • GLASGOW 
MILTON KEYNES • NEWCASTLE • NOHINGHAM • MAIL ORDER 

71 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON WC1 A IDG. 071 836 4179 AND 071 379 6042 
29 SYDNEY STREET, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX BNI 4EP. 0273 687620 
5 DUKE STREET, CARDIFF CFI 2AY. 0222 228885 
36 DAWSON STREET, DUBUN 2, IRELAND. 0001 710688 
168 BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW G1 21W. 041 331 1215 
7 DEER WALK, SPECIAUST ARCADE, CENTRAL MILTON KEYNES MK9 3AB. 0908 677556 
17 PRUDHOE PLACE. NEWCASTLE-UPON -TYNE NEt 7PE. 091261 9173 
129 MIDDLE WALK, BROADMARSH CENTRE, NOTTINGHAM NG1 71N. 0602 584706 


MAIL ORDER 

71 NEW OXFORD STREr, LONDON WC1A IDG. 

Phone 071 497 2150 (24 hour Answerphone} Fax 071 497 2632 


£5 ond £10 Gift Tokens always availoble 
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MEDUSA 

HOME 

VIDEO 















